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NK30SIA (R)r —tiwj-’ipropoHd id nsume^ba exports, under embaqjo 
since fts-imAfton of Kuwait two years ^o, has do chance of getting off&g 
ground, the ofi-fiidustry newsletter Middle But Economic Survey 
(MEES) said. Monday, tt said speculation that thfin mnomf, mttol 

priest 15*o 20 cents tower on Thursday, would tea d to a resumption in 
experts ducawUe foundation Jn .jeaEiy." Foreign Minister 

Motirinmad Sa&lA] Saktf said Thursday lniq would comply with (J.N. 
cootfitioos if the value of exports was raised to $4 bffikm from $1.6 billion 
proposed by ' the United Nations. -MEES said Iraq’s new proposal was 
co o cerac d in response to a U.S.-led am p»jjn in the Security Comal to 
me put of Bagdad’s frozen assets oversew to 6wd U JNL Opcnuioiaand 
homimitarianrehef work in Iraq. “WadAi^ink obvio^Iipoawodto 
amend the original terms of the U.N. plan lor Iraqi oil exports^., to give 
the (Iraqi) regime a breathing space just when sanctions are beguming to 

b i^fta lly bard and pore a cretfibte threat to the Iraqi leader’s aothwitv.’’ 
*MEES said. . . - - 
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DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian, Iraqi and Turkish experts opened talks in 
Damascus Monday oo sharing of regional water resources, officials and 
diplomats said. They said some officials whose talks would centre On 
technical details would travel to northern Syria to inspect the Euphrates 
•and Tigris rivers. Both riven rise in Turkey and flow to Syria ana Iraq. 
The fiwday meeting, agreed on during a visit to Damascus last month by 
Ttuirisb Foreign Munster Hikmet Cetin, is toe hist of its kind since March 
1990. Syria and Iraq were angered when Turkish Prime Minbier 
Suleyman Demine! said on the eve of the opening of the giant Attarurk 
Dam on the Ertpratc* in /uly chat Iraq and Syria had no right to question 
what Turkey did with its riven. But Mr. Cctin confirmed to Syrian 
officials during Us Damascus visit Turkey would continue to honour a 
water-sharing agreement signed in 1987 under to which Turkey would 
bQow the Bow of 500 cubic metres per scamd of water from the Euphrates 
to Syria, 
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Education panel ~ 
meets 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Efighnes Grown Prince Hasan 
Monday chaired a meeting of the 
Council of Higher Education 
which discussed a repost by a 
com mi ttee en trus t e d with draw- 
ing up a plan to develop higher 
education in Jordan. Prince Has- 
son said at the meeting that high- 
er education in Jordan still had 
shortcomings that need to be 
addressed and should be taken 
into consideration- Prince Hassan 
said one of the issues that should 
be tackled is ways to upgrade the 
educational levels of graduates 
and to Telafe scientific research at 
universities with the country’s 
economic and soda! needs. 

Sharif Zeid reviews 
cancer centre protect 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Monday chaired a meeting of the 
national team entrusted With the 
establishment of A1 Antal Cancer 
Gentre held at the premises of the 
General Union for Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). Sharif Zeid 
called for launching campaigns to 
spread awareness among the pub- 
lic of cancer. The prime minister 
stressed the need for creating a 
fund to finance the treatment of 
poor cancer patients and called 
for training and preparing qual- 
ified medical cadres to dead with 
cancer in the best manner. He 
also commended efforts exerted 
to establish A1 Antal Cancer Cen- 
fre, which, he said, could be consi- 
dered a nucleus for establishing 
similar private-sector organisa- 
tions that can offer treatment for 
cancer patients. 

Peace delegation 
reports no progrese 

AMMAN (Petra) — Member of 
the Jordanian delegation to IS 
Middle East peace talks Fayez A1 
Tarawneh said Monday that no 
change was witnessed in Israel's 
stands despite high expectations 
on the Arab side. Dr. Tarawneh, 
who returned home Monday 
evening along with several mem- 
bers of the delegation following 
foe end of the sixth round of 
bilateral talks, said some changes 
were witnessed in the stand of die 
Israeli delegation but none of 
them was substantial. He said the 
Jordanian and Israeli sides did 
not Teach a joint agenda for 
negotiations because the Jorda- 
nian side was sticking to its posi- 
tion on issues to be listed on its 
agenda. 


Jordan, Lebanon 
open trade talks 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The Joint 
Jordan! an -Lebanese Economic 
and Trade Committee met Mon- 
day at the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade. The several-day meet- 
ing is designed to enhance bilater- 
al economic and trade relations. 
The committee win disenss issues 
per ta i n ing to preparing lists of 
commodities .exchanged between 
foe two countries, holding indust- 
rial fairs in the two countries, 
increasing the volume of trade 
and renewing a trade agreement 
signed between the two countries 
in 1965. The Jordanian side to the 
meetings is headed by Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade Amin Awad while 
the Lebanese side is headed by 
Director General of the Ministry 
of National Economy Nu’man 
Abu Shaqra. 


Yemen, Saudi 
officials 
discuss dispute 

SANAA (R) — Yemeni and 
Saudi Arabian officials were to 
bold talks in Riyadh Monday on a 
dispute over an oil-rich border 
region. Yemeni President AK 
Abdullah Saleh told a news con- 
ference Sunday the talks would 
be held between teams of experts 
from both countries and that his 
country was keen to solve the 
dispute in a “friendly way.” 
Yemeni and Saudi officials held 
what they called a preparatory 
meeting in Geneva in July, the 
first between foe tw countries oo 
the long-standing border dispute 
which flared up anew earlier this 
year. Yemen has said Saadi 
claims that the ofl-ridt areas of 
Hadramout, Maareb and A1 Jawf 
Were part of its territory made it 
necessary to discuss the bonder. 
Issue as soon as possible. 


Syria restates demand 
for total Israeli pullout 

Egypt assails Israel’s ^ divide- and-conquer’ plan 


UNITED NATIONS . 

— Syria Monday told foe 
community that if Israel wants a 
comprehensive peace agreement, 
it nmst completely withdraw from 
the Golan Heights and all other 
Arab lands it still occupies. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sbaraa told the Geoer- 


“a peace in which not a grain of 
our sand is lost.” 

Israelis “are greatly mistaken" 
if they befieve that peace can be 
achieved without “complete 
Israeli withdrawal from au the 
occupied territories,” Mr. Sharaa 
said in his speech. 

Syria wants Israel to .promise a 
withdrawal from all lands it occu- 
pied in the 1967 war before Syria 
will describe its vision of peace. 

Israel wants the peace to mean 
open borders, embassies and 
mgs in each other’s capitals, 
trade and tourism. In return, 
Israeli officials have suggested, 
Israel would agree to a partial 
Withdrawal from the Golan or 
some form of interim arrange- 
ment such as leasing the land 
from Syria. 

Mr. Sharaa also called for arms 


control agreements to be moni- 
tored and enforced equitably, so 
that the nudear arsenal that 
Israel is beEeved to have would 
be efinrinated along with all other 
atomic, chemical and biological 
weapons in the Middle East. 

“Syria wants all mass destruc- 
tion weapons out of the Middle 
East,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

Israelis and Arabs concluded a 
sixth round of peace talks in 
Washington on Thursday, but 
neither side a p pe ar e d ready for 
significant concessions. 

Negotiators agreed to convene 
a seventh round on Oct. 21 m 

pnT^ejjhis side, Israel and 
Syria worked together on a joint 
statement defining the principles 
of their talks, and Israel and the 
Palestinians began work on an 
agreement granting self- 
government to the Palestinians 
under Israeli occupation. 

On foe min u s ode,- negotia- 
tions with Syria appeared stock 
on the same dispute that has 
bedeviled them from foe start. 
Israel wants to know what kind of 
peace Syria wiU offer in return for 
an Israeli withdrawal from the 


Golan Heights. 

Egypt said Monday that Israel 
was trying to divide foe Arabs by 
making peace with one country at 
the expense of others. A top 
Egyptian official called such be- 
haviour shameful. 

The attack by Osama AJ Baz, 
President Hosni Mubarak’s chief 
political aide, obviousfy targeted 
comments by Israeli Prune Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin critical of 
peace talks in Washington. 

In speaking to reporters. Dr. 
Baz noted “folk about an Israeli 
intention to move ahead in nego- 
tiations with one Arab party and 
to slow down progress with the 
others. We find that shameful of 
Israel. There must be simul- 
taneous movement on all fronts.” 

Mr. Rabin said recently the 
U-S.-sponsored talks create “a 
dangerous link” by bringing 
together delegations of all Arab 
countries negotiating with the 
Jewish state. Mr. Rabin, who has 
Toog pushed for direct talks with 
Syrian leaders, said: “This 
(Washington) formula is not 
ideal” 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.N. starts regional 
initiative on Somalia 


NAIROBI (R) — The United 
Nations began a regional drive 
Monday to stop Somalia’s anar- 
chy, dv3 war and famine Under- 
mining neighbouring states. 

The U.N.'s special representa- 
tive for Somalia Mo hammad 
Sahnoun met Kenyan President. 
Daniel Arap Mm, whose country 
is awash with hundreds of 
thousands of Somali refugees. 

Aides said they discussed die 
seizure of a Kenyan mflitaiy heli- 
copter last week by one of Soma- 
lia’s fiercest warlords. 

“The government has asked 
Sahnoun to talk to Aidccd about - 
foe Kenya poisition and expects 
results very soon,” an aide said. ’ 
Fighters loyal to General 
Mohammad Farah Akteed, who 
accuses Kenya of su pporti n g Iris 
rivals, forced the helicopter down 
nedr his southwestern base of 
Bardera and are balding the three 
crew. 

Gen. Aideed*s United Somali 
Congress (US C) said Sunday it 
had captured the helicopter deep 
inside Somali territory. It said the 
crew were being interrogated. 

Analysts said foe bizarre inci- 
dent illustrated the danger of 
other countries being dragged 
into Samara's chaos. Months of 
fighting' have seen dm country 
carved up into tribal fiefdoms' 


loosely ruled by armed gangs. 

. , ^\fr.,Mcn said foe Iwticopter ran 
out of fuel after straying into 
Somali airspace in bad weather. 
He denied allegations it had 
attacked Bardera. 

He urged Gen. Aideed*s men 
to “consider the overall assist- 
ance Kenya has given to the 
Somali people and to reciprocate 
accordingly instead of turning on 
us and- abusing our courtesy ’ 

Mr. Sahnoun and Mr. Moi also 
discussed prospects for bringing 
Somalia’s waning dans, together 
in Kenya, Kenyan sources said.. 

The U.N. envoy later flew on 
to Ethiopia and Sudan to discuss 
peace initiatives and plans to feed 
nriffions of starring people. 

Gen. Aidccd and setf-dedared 
Interim President AH Mahdi 
Mohammad, Somalia’s most 
powerful warlords, have so far 
refused to meet or to attend talks 
outside their ruined country. 

The U.N. initiative has 
assumed greater urgency because 
of concern for some 400,000 
Somali refugees in Kenya. 

Mr. Mofs government, accus- 
ing Somalis of ingratitude and of 
responsibility for an upsurge in 
violent crime, has threatened to 
send them home. 

- (Conthned on' page 5) 


Iraqi dissident groups say 
they agree to join forces 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
opposition groups have agreed to 
join forces to overthrow Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

A statement issued at the end ; 
of an unprecedented three-day' 
meeting of ■ Iraqi opposition 
groups said they agreed to “dose 
ranks and consolidate the Iraqi 
opposition to speed up achieving 
their aim to topple foe totalita- 
rian regime and establish a multi- 
party and parliamentary rule.” 

Reflecting Iraq's etnnic and 
religious mix, the groups who met* 
in tiie northern Iraqi town of* 
Salahuddin mdnried Sunni and 
Shiite Muslim Arabs, Kurds, 
Turkomans nd Assyrians, as well 
as Communists, socialists and re- 
bel Baathists- 

It was the first such meeting on 
Iraqi soil. 

The statement said the opposi- 
tion groups would meet again in 
northern Iraq at the end of Octo- 
ber. Opposition sources said they 
would bold more talks on estab- 
lishing a provisional government, 
a national assembly and a unified 
opposition leadership. 

The statement said d e l e gates 
stressed their detenmnatkm to 
preserve the unity of Iraq Mow- 
ing local fears that a western 
‘no-fly’ zone, over the south 
would lead to foe country's tfisin- 


tegration- 

It urged the West to proride 
safe havens similar to those in 
northern fiaq, to protect riritians 
in other areas of foe commy, and 
called on the people of southern 
Iraq to fill what it called the 
‘imminent political vacuum re- 
sulting from the no-fly zone.” 



led on the' Iraqi people and armed 
forces to join tbem-in trying to 
topple President Saddam. 

Experts inspect sites 

Experts tracking chemical 
weapons in Iraq said they found 
none during site visits Monday 
but that foe Iraqis could have 
moved them to a U.N. designated 


area. 

U.N. chief inspector Bernhard 
Brunner of Switzerland spent 11 
hours in the West’s air exclusion 
zone in northern Iraq. - 
He refused to say where exact- 


no chemical weapons were found 
at the two sites. 

“That means that they either 
have been destroyed or trans- 
ported to Mutoana,” be.said, de- 
efimng to say whether he would 
visit Mufoana again to double 
check. 

{Continued on page 5) 


Soldiers 
fire tear-gas 
at Gaza 
school 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Dozens of Palesti- 
nian schoolgirls were treated ’for 
tear-gas inhalation Monday after 
Israeli soldiers fired the gas at a 
school .in the occupied Gaza 
Strip, Arab reporters and hospit- 
al officials said. 

'Fifty-seven students and 
teachers were treated for inhala- 
tion problems at Khan Yams’ 
Nasser hospital and released, 
hospital officials said. 

The soldiers apparently 
thought students were involved in 
a nationalist demonstration at the 
middle and secondary public, 
school in Abasau AI Kabireh, 
Arab reports said. 

Arab reporters quoted school 
administrator s as saying there 
was no stone-throwing, the burn- 
ing or demonstrations by masked 
activists at the school. 1 

The anny said it could not 
confirm the incident. 

Elsewhere in the occupied ter- 
ritories, the army said Palestinian 
prisoners began a hunger strike in . 
two Nablus prisons. 

A Palestinian human rights 
group said the prisoners were 
protesting harsh conditions and 
alleged torture in the jails. 

A group of wonpen, family 
members of the prisoners, began 
a sit-in strike Monday at foe Red 
Orescent offices in Nablus to 
show solidarity, with the hunger 
strikers, Arab reports said. 1 
Two Palestinian groups said 
two Palestinian leaders were- 
being tortured in Israeli jails and 
their lives were in danger. 

The Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (PFLP) and 
the Democratic Front for the' 
liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
said in a statement PFLP mem- 
bers Ahmad Suleiman Katamash- 
and Ahmad Abdul Rasul had 
suffered “systematic torture' 1 
since their capture earlier tins 
mouth. 

The PFLP and DFLP said the 
Israeli government - had been 
“escalating a repressive campaign 
against our people and prisoners 
despite its claims that it wants to 
make peace. 

“The Israeli mmpaipi re- 
sulted in foe kflKng. of several of 
foe stragglers and threatened the 
Irvca of others including strug- 
glm Ahmad Suleiman Katamash 
and Ahmad Sadat who have been 
subjected since their arrest to 
systematic torture.” 

The groups appealed to inter- 
national and human rights orga- 
nisations to int e rvene. i 

The Israeli army said oo Sept 
17 it had detained Katamash, 
who it said was the local comman-' 
der of the PFLP, and Rasul, who 
had been wanted since January 
for attacks on Israelis. 


Arafat expected in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat is expected 
to arrive here Tuesday to perso- 
nally congratulate IBs Majesty 
King Hussein over foe successful 
surg er y he underwent last month 
and his return home after recup- 
eration, informed sources said. 

Wecordiiig to the sources, Mr. 
Arafat had planned to be in 
' Amman immediately after the 
King’s return Thursday but 
changed his plans. 

Mr. Arafet, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO), is also expected to 
review with foe King the Middle 
East peace process and related 
issues, the sources told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Mr. Arafat held similar talks 
with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Cairo Sunday (see 
story, below). 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said Mr. Arafat sent a mes- 


sage of congratulations and good 
wishes to foe King Monday. 
The cable, according to Petra, 


“In my name and on behalf of 
tbe Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation's Executive Committee 
and the Palestinian people, I con- 
gratulate you and tbe people of 
Jordan on your safe return and 
your resumption of foe march at 
the head of the Jordanian people 
towards further progress and 
prosperity. 

“I seize tins opportunity to 
reaffirm our keen interest in pur- 
suing endeavours towards stron- 
ger ties between foe Jordanian 
and Palestinian peoples and to 
serve the Arab Nation’s interests 
by struggling to liberate foe Holy 
Gty of Jerusalem.” 

King Hussein also received a 
cable of good wishes from Major 
General Naim A1 Khatib, com- 


mander of foe Palestine Libera- 
tion Anny in Jordan. 

“It is a great honour for me and 
my colleagues to congratulate 
yon on Lhe success of the opera- 
tion and your safe return borne.” 
tiie cable said. 

_ “Your resolve and determina- 
tion serve as an inspiration for the 
Jordanian and Palestinian people 
in their continued steadfastness 
and struggle.'’ • 

Tbe cable said King Hussein 
“stands oat as a symbol and a 
leader loved by both tbe Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian people” 
alike because he has spent “bis 
entire life serving the Arab Na- 
tion." 

Cables of good wishes «kn 
came to the King from Arab 
League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid and Barhaini 
Prime Munster Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Salman A1 Khalifa. 


UAE reportedly demanding Iran 
relinquish Abu Musa and Tunbs 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — Iran 
and tbe United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) held a fresh session of 
talks Monday on three disputed 
Gulf islands. 

But (he session ended with 
neither side commenting on the 
outcome. 

Tbe UAE, according to the 
official Emirates News Agency 
(WAM), presented at a morning 
session a m em o ran dum on its 
point of view. 

Diplomats said the Iranian de- 
legation spent about an hour at 
the Tr uman embassy for consulta- 
tions with Tehran before the talks 

resumed. 

The dosed door talks began 
Sunday night at foe presidential 
palace over control of the 
strategic islands of Abu Musa and 
Greater and Lesser Thnbs, which 


lie at the entrance to the Gulf. 

Sources dose to tbe talks said 
the Iranian delegates were only 
authorised to discuss issues re- 
lated to Abu Musa, whose effec- 
tive annexation by Iran last 
March triggered a crisis that rock- 
ed Arab-Iraman relations. 

Tbe UAH’s memorandum de- 
mands, that Iran also withdraw 
from the Greater and Leaser 
Tuqbs that the former shah of 
Iran seized in 1971. 

It was not immediately dear 
wh e tfabr Tehran had agreed to 
discuss the Tunbs when the talks 
resumed after r’shc-hour break. 

Tbe UAE was no longer satis-' 
fled with the return of the status 
qup on Abu Musa where Iran has 
imposed security measures that 
drove away many islanders, the 
sources said. 


Iran refuses to 
discuss Tunbs 

ABU DHABI (R) — Iran said 
Monday it refitted to discuss 
two disputed Gulf islands with 
foe United Arab Emirates and 
rejected any challenge to its 
claim to sovereignty over 
them. Mu$tafa Haeri- 
Foumani, Iran's chief delegate 
to two days of talks with UAE 
officials in Abu Dhabi, told 
reporters his country would 
not enter any talks oo the 
Greater and Lesser Tunbs. 


It considered the time was ripe 
for Iran’s Islamic leaden to wifo- 

(Cottthmed on page 5) 


Forum 
opens on 
children’s 
rights 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor AJ Hussein Monday 
evening attended tbe opening ses- 
sion of a four-day forum on chil- 
dren’s human rights held at the. 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
organised by tbe London* based 
human rights organisation 
Amnesty International (AI) and 
its affiliated groups, in Jordan. 

AI groups in Jordan have been 
active in the field of protecting 
the rights of people and children, 
said AI Secretary General Ian 
Martin in an address to the audi- 
ence of human rights groups and 
ISO children aged 12 to 16. 

AI appreciates the initiatives 
undertaken by the Jordanian hu- 
man rights groups, he said. 

Their innovative approach, 
combined with a pragmatic 
understanding of what can be 
achieved, should serve as a model 
to many other countries, Mr. 
Martin said. 

Referring to child abuse, Mr. 
Martin said that Palestinian chil- 
dren and young people have been 
arbitrarily killed or tortured by 
Israeli forces since December 
1987, when the intifada began in 
the occupied territories. 

In the United States, he said, 
people who were minors when 
they were arrested have been' 
given the death penalty. 

He said the long-term effect of 
human rights violations on chil- 
dren can be devastating. 

Extreme poverty forces chil- 
dren into the streets to beg or 
. steal, he said, and are often re- 
garded as criminals by police and 
other. security forces. 

Referring to human righto 
groups, he said, AI and its affili- 
ated groups were making increas- 
ing efforts to develop human 
rights education projects. 



Part of the stolen goods and weapons poftce seized from a gang on display at Amman police headquarters (photos by Yousef AI ’Allan) 

Police unveil ‘panorama of crime’ 


By P.V. Yivekauand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police Monday 
announced the arrest of an 11- 
member family of siblings, their 
spouses and dose relatives ac- 
cused of committing a series of 
murders and armed robberies 
winch terrorised several areas in 
Amman and northern towns over 
the past three years. 

Police chief Major-General 
Fade! AK Fhek? also said several 
other murder cases, mrindmg a 
multiple tiffing of an entire fami- 
ly in Zaraa last month, were 
solved and most suspects were 
under detention awaiting iriaL 
- Gen. Fbeid, briefing reporters 
m what he described as a periodic 
“face-to-face encounter” with foe 
press, declined to confirm or 
deny whether suspects were, 
arrested in the April murders of a 


six-member family in Jabal Hus* 
sdn. 

He would only say that police 
investigations into the case “are 
moving- in the right direction.” 

Gen. Fheid, director-general of 
the Public Security Department 
(PSD), credited a special unit of 
the department for busting foe 
11-member gang — eight males 
and three females — accused of 
killing five people in the process 
of committing 134 robberies in 
Amman, Irbid, Ajkran, Jerash 
and Ffaeis. One of foe killed was a 
Sri Tjmlran maid. 

“It was a big chaDenge to os to 
arrest tbe group ” said Gen. 
Fheid, “It was a well-organised 
group, eluding pofice detection . 
by using all bias of subterfuge 
and tricks.” 

A report presented by the 
pofice chief — a “panorama of 
crime” as be described it — por- 


trayed a picture of a family of 
brothers, sisters, their spouses 
and three relatives thriving on 
burglaries and fraud and leading 
a normal life on tbe surface. 

Moving houses regularly to 
selected isolated areas and chang- 
ing tbe colour of their cars were 
some of the means adopted by 
■ the group to avoid detedion, 
according to the report, which 
accused the suspects of violating 
almost every law of foe country. 

“Cbmmon financial interests 
bound the group together without 
the risk of one betraying 
another,” commented Gen. 
Fbeid. 

A huge cache of aims and 
ammunition — dozens of pistols, 
several machme-gunsand bullets 
— and stolen money fin several' 
•enrrendes) — and goods disco- 
vered with foe gang — videos, 
television sets, radios, cameras, 


jewelry, watches, pens, compu- 
ters, carpets, musical instru- 
ments, cutlery, video and audio 
cassette tapes and dothes — was 
shown to the press at a spacious 
hall at the headquarters of Am- 
man pofice. 

“It is only a small part of foe 
actual loot,” commented 
Brigadier-General GhaJeb AJ 
Zoubi, chief of police of foe 
capital. 

Also on display were several 
identity cards which police said, 
were forged, cheque books, and, 
for a change, a genuine land- 
registration certificate for a plot 
o^ land, where, acoording to- 
Brig. -Gen. Zoubi, the “family 
wanted to build four villas from 
the proceeds of crime.” 

The certificate, related to a 
23-dnnum area in the Gniah near 

(Continued on page 5) * 



jWiddle East News 

Kuwait’s first post-war 
election is most political ever 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, 


By NeO MacFarquhar 

The Associated Press 
KUWAIT — Campaigning in 
Kuwait’s first post-Guif war elec- 
tions readied a fevered pitch 
Sunday with just a week left 
before the country returns to the 
parliamentary system of govern- 
ment suspended by the ruling A1 
Sabah family in 1986. 

The seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion that ended in February 1991 
rewrote the election formula, 
especially since the war failed to 
dissuade Iraq from claiming 
KoWfllL 

“People are unsettled. After 
the invasion, after the liberation, 
there are many changes. In the 
1985 elections you could predict 
pretty much what would happen. 
There were no new faces, no 
stormy issues,'* said Dr. Moham- 
mad A1 Mnhanna, a campaign 
manager. 

The days when an old family 
name and a big nightly banquet 
guaranteed a seat are gone. The 
war brought out younger candi- 
dates determined to use the full 
powers of the 50-seat parliament 
to review government derisions. 
Voters ask more questions. 

“They want the parliament to 
be a good watchdog," said candi- 
date and former parliament mem- 
ber Abbas A1 Khodaiy. 

The 25 election districts erupt 
from 6 p.m. to well past midnight 
with 292 candidates speaking in 
massive curbside tents decorated 
with enough lights to illuminate 
a s mall city. 

Loudspeakers and dosed cir- 
cuit televisions boom for crowds 
spilling onto nigs, benches or 
plush douches outside. 

Opposition godfather Ahmad 
-A1 Khatib drew one of the largest 
campaign crowds yet when over 
5,000 people turned up to bear 
him attack the government for 
fleeing on the invasion morning. 

Security is the main issue. 
Other central concerns linked to 
security include safeguarding 
overseas investments shrunk 
from $100 billion to $40 billion, 
the economy, the multilevel 
citizenship laws, reviewing gov- 
ernment chaos during the inva- 
sion and women’s rights. Bread 
and butter issues tflte housing and 
education are also raised occa- 
sionally. 

“Specifics are the first victim of 
any Kuwaiti election^’ said poli- 
tical science Professor. .Abdullah 
Shayeji: Up to 4,000 people pack- 
ed the emirate's first ever : pp iitio- 
a ri debates be organised' tb*tiy to 
* get detailed ' pogrammes. 

But few candidates venture 
into specifics out of fear of 
alienating even a few voters in 
districts ranging from 900 to the 
largest at 7,130. Out of the 
Kuwaiti population of 650,000, 
only the 81,440 men over age 21 
.^ho'can trace their ancestry here 
to 1920 can vote. 

Women are disgruntled that 
their prominent role in the war- 
time resistance did not translate 
into voting rights. Mon candi- 


dates have separate tents for 
women in accordance with Isla- 
mic customs and attendance is 
“P- 

The seven main opposition 
groups ranging from westernised 
technocrats to Islamic fun- 
damentalists attempted to act hke 
political parties, which sue ban- 
ned. they had limited success in 
working together to try to beat 
pro-government candidates. 

No-one mil predict the results 
due within 24 hours after flie perils 
close at 8 p.m. (1700 GMT) Oct. 

Analysts are unclear, for exam- 
ple, if the emotional appeal of 
Islam will help religious candi- 
dates capture more than the nine 
seats they held in the last parlia- 
ment, or if Muslim Brotherhood 
support elsewhere in the Arab 
World for Iraq will wound them. 

Independents include the first 
Shiite Muslim ever to run as a 
cleric. Al Sayyid Hussein A1 Gha- 
laf spent eight years studying 
Islamic law at Qom, Iran, the 
heart of its Islamic revolution. He 
denies any similar aim. But 
motorists heads’ spin when they 
pass billboards featuring his pic- 
ture in full garb, including a black 
turban marking him as a descen- 
dant of the Prophet Mohammad. 

Overshadowing the race is how 
committed the Al Sabahs are to 
democracy. The first indication is 
expected to be tire number of 
ministers chosen from parliament 
members in a new gover nm en t 
due by mid-October. 

Emir Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah suspended parliament 
in 1986 when it began aggressive- 
ly questioning royal ministers. 
New elections were only prom- 
ised at an October 1990 confer- 
ence on national unity in Saudi 
Arabia while the country was 
occupied. 

There are questions about vote 
buying and Al Sabah financial 
backing for pliable candidates, 
especially when poor tribal lead- 
ers mount expaisive campaigns. 

“It's fishy. We know that these 
■hraMia have their favourite be- 
douin groups,” said Ali Al Be- 
dafa, chairman of the Friends of 
Democracy Committee, a watch- 
dog group. 

The Al Sabahs, along with the 
military, cannot vote. Royal 
ministers claim neutrality, but 
Ifeve candidates of lying. 
s^Air* people are allowed _to 
speak freely without'fear of being 
questioned,” Interior - Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad' Al Sabah told the 
local press. He has said previous- 
ly that his men would monitor 
speeches to insure that no-one 
insulted Kuwait’s Arab allies. 

The campaign attracts citizens 
from around the Gulf. Only Ye- 
men has real elections scheduled 
later this year. The rest, including 
giant Saudi Arabia, have at most 
announced plans for powerless 
consultative councils and are be- 
lieved edgy that the Kuwait elec- 
tion might lead to press u res for 
greater participation. 


Facts and figures 

THE FOLLOWING is a 
summary of Kuwait’s Oct, 5 
parliamentary elections. 

The voters: Out of the 
Kuwaiti population of 
650,000, voters are limited , to 
the 81,440 men over age 21 
who can trace their ancestry 
to the families that rebuilt die 
city-state’s mod brick walls in 
1921. Those barred from vot- 
ing iniende women, the 1,000 
or so members of the ruling 
Al Sabah family, the mifitaiy 
and anyone whose family 
moved here after the 1920s. 

Section day: Polls open from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the 25 
districts. Results are ex- 
pected within 24 hours after 
the perils shut. Simple major- 
ity required to win. 


The banes: Security is a main 
concern. Kuwait has signed 
10-year defence cooperation 
agreements with the United 
States, Britain and France, 
but voters want to know what 
happens after that. A strong, 

I watchdog parliament is often 
seen as a bulwark against 
another invasion, as Iraq 
claimed in August 1990 to be 
liberating die emirate from a 
repressive government. 

_ Other concerns include 
'shrinking overseas invest- 
ments, the economy, the 
complicated citizenship laws 
and women’s rights. 

Political groqs: Political par- 
ties are banned. But the 
seven main opposition groups 
act Hke parties in all but 
name. They are Western- 
educated technocrats 
gathered in the Kuwaiti 
Democratic Forum; back-to- 
basics Muslims known as the 
Salafim; the Muslim Brother- 
hood group called die Islamic 
Constitutional Movement; 
the Shiite Muslim group; 
businessmen backed by the 
chamber of commerce; for- 
mer parliament members and 
independents. 

The potftical system: Under 
■the con s t ituti on drawn up in ' 
* 1962 the 50-seat parliament'- 
with two members from each., 
constituency has the power to 
approve aH‘ treaties and roa=~ 
jor government contracts. 
Government ministers are 
automatically made members 
of parliament. Major laws 
require a two-thirds majority 
to pass, but it takes just 10 
members to call in a minister 
for a confidence review. Rul- 
ing Al Sabah emirs have used 
tbeir power to suspend a ran- 
corous parliament in 1967, 
1976 arid the last time in 
1986. 


ICRC concerned by expulsions 


KUWAIT (R) — A senior Red 
Cross official expressed concern 
Sunday about Kuwait’s expul- 
sions of bedouns (stateless 
Arabs) and ’Palestinians to Iraq 
and said they caused much suf- 
fering. 

“The ICRC feels uneasy about 
the fact that long-term residents 
of Kuwait — people who were 
often born here — are forced to 
leave foi* Iraq," Jean-Phflippe 
Lavoyer, the ICRCs acting head 
of delegation for the Arabian 
Peninsula, said. 

“Our concern also is about 
Palestinians with Egyptian lais- 
ser-passer (travel documents). 
The reason is that nv.r f r- :b. 
people can only go io .i. s *.* 
•cause- they cannot go to other 
places," Mr. Lavoyer, who is 
based in Kuwait, told Reuters. 

“We have a humanitarian con- 
cern because this attitude creates 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

7V- -731 It >9 


PROGRAMME iVo 

Lcs Avcnlurcsdc Joe 

18:10 Documentary 

1839 .... - Marc cl Sophie 

IfeM News in French 

19:15 Lcs Beaux Moments Du Cirque 

Uk3# NcwsinHcbrcw 

2M0 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Acropolis Now 

21:00 Mr. Bean 

2138 Tea 

22M News in English 

ZbM .... Feature Fan: “Act of Love" 


PRAYER TIMES 

•5*4 Fajr 

0fc22 (Satirise) Doha 

12&7 Dbuhr 

I&53 'Asr 

18&33 Maghreb 

1*50 „ 'Isba 

CHURCHES 

$L Maty of Naamtfa Charcfa Swrifleh, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Chunk, Td. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Own* Td. 624590. 
Church of the S imwcM ob Td. 
637440. 

Do to SaBe Church Td. 661757 


a lot of suffering," be said in an 
interview. 

Mr. Lavoyer, whose delegation 
covers the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states and Ye- 
men, said many were expelled 
without trial on suspicion of col- 
laborating with Iraqi troops dur- 
ing Iraq's seven-mouth occupa- 
tion of the emirate in 1990-91. 

Kuwaiti officials were not 
available for comment. 

Officials have said in the past 
that those asked to leave do not 
have residence permits. If they go 
to Iraq it is because no other 
country will take them. 

Mr. Lavoyer could not esti- 
r -;s the number of expulsions 
-uid he did not know how 
those forced to leave were treated 
In Iraq. But%e said it would be 
difficult for many bedouns to find 
work there, especially under Un- 
ited Nations sanctions. 


Most o f Ku wait’s 400,000- 
strong Palestinian community left 
Kuwait after the Gulf war. Many 
were laid off in retaliation for 
their perceived support of the 
Iraqis. 

Mr. Lavoyer estimated that 
officials of the International 
Committee of tire Red Cross 
(ICRC) were visiting $800 to 900 
civilians held in Kuwait since its 
liberation in February last year. 
Many were suspected of having 
collaborated with Iraqis. 

These people, who do not have 
the protection of an embassy in 
Kuwait, were mainly Iraqis, 
Palestinians and stateless Arabs, 
Mr. Lavoyer said. There were, 
also Sudanese and Yemenis. 

Mr. Lavoyer said the 15 Swiss 
ICRC officials based in Kuwait 
had immediate access to all de- 
tention centres in the country. 


Syrian 

newspaper 

condemns 

US. 

military aid 
to Israel 


DAMASCUS (AP) — A govern- 
ment newspaper Monday conde- 
mned the U.S. decision to give 
Apache and Blackbawk heficop- 
ers to Israel and argued the milit- 
ary aid could heighten the explo- 
sive tensions in the region. 

The government-owned daily 
Tishrin said the aid was part of a 
long-standing Western policy to 
heap the most sophisticated milit- 
ary technology onto Israel's 
arsenal. 

But the newspaper argued that 
the policy “in the post cold war \ 
stage is bereft of any justification 1 
and will likely turn out to be an 
explosive dement in the region . 
and will add a new block that wQl j 
complicate the peace process.” 

The United States announced 
Saturday that it was sending an 
unspecified number of the heli- 
copters to Israel to help it main- 
tain its “qualitative military 
edge.” The White House also' 
announced it was increasing the 
“stockpile” of U.S. military 
equipment “pre-positioned in 
Israel. 

“Ironically, the continuous 
campaigns announcing Western 
aid to Israel coincide with counter 
campaigns against any Arab 
effort to achieve a balance in the 
conflict with the Israeli enemy," 
Ushrin said. 

It accused the West of applying 
a doable standard and asked 
whether military superiority “is 
exclusively for Israel and the 
legitimate right of other countries 
to self-defence is an unpardon- 
able crime?” 

The newspaper also questioned 
the wisdom of sending more arms 
to the Middle East at a time when 
both sides are attempting to 
negotiate a peace settlement. 

No figures of the proposed 
helicopter supply were given in 
Washington, but the Israeli daily 
Yedioth ' Abronoth said 24 
Apache attack hefiooptere and 10 
Blackhawk tr anspo rt hcEpopters 
were involved.-- - i 

In addition, some- $200 niiUion 
worth of U.S. eqmpfHSnt S'to be, 

‘ ‘ pre-positioned” in Israel, in- 
cluding anti-tank missiles, “smart 
bombs,” artillery shells and anti- 
missile Patriots, Israel Radio re- 
ported. 

Some $100 million worth of 
equi pm en t already is in Israel, 
most from U.S. military bases 
being dismantled in Europe, and 
Israeli military officials said Israel 
would have the right to dip into 
the stockpile if necessary. 

The package is part of a $700 
miffion military aid programme 
promised as a reward to Israeli 
neutrality in the Gulf war. De- 
spite 39 Iraqi Scud attacks, Israel 
did not retaliate because of 
American fears such action could 
undercut the Arab coalition it put 
together against Iraq. 

The package is in addition to 
the $1.8 billion in military assist- 
ance and $1.1 bflfion in economic 
assistance that Israel receives 
each year as America’s largest 
foreign aid recipient. 

The timing was expected to 
help win Israeli neutrality in the 
Bush administation’s proposal to 
scD 72 F-15 fighter jets to Saudi 
Arabia. The Jewish state has, in 
the past, vehemently opposed 
aims sales to Arab states. 

In an interview Sunday, Israel’s 
chief of staff, Etmd Barak, told 
army radio that be viewed the 
Saudi sale as “very grave.” 

But be added that the U.S. 
equipme n t for Israel “will streng- 
then Israel's abflfty to stand tests, 
if and when it is needed.” 


Political violence threatens 
Yemen’s democracy 


By Eric Watkins 
The Associated Press 

SANAA — A wave of political 
violence rippling through tins 
fledgling republic has endangered 
its attempt to forge a democratic 
system in a region not known for 
political reform. 

It is not yet dear if Yemen's 
first multi-party parliamentary 
elections Trill go ahead in Novem- 
ber as required by the May 1990. 
agreement that merged the con- 
servative Islamic North Yemen 
with Marxist South Yemen. 

President Ah* Abdallah Saleh 
recently approved a 17-member 
multi-party committee to super- 
vise the balloting. But violence 
targeting the upper echelons of 
government has cast uncertainty 
over the process and no election 
date has been announced. 

Under the me r g er agreement, 
elections were to be held after a 
30-month transitional period that 
ends Nov. 21. 

The speaker of the transitional 
parliament, Yassine Saeed No- 
’man, himself the target of an 
assassination attempt in August, 
-remains hopeful Yemen wfll be 
able to ride out the unrest 

“Yemenis have tried dreadful 
alternatives before and have 
learned they were not appropri- 
ate,’’ he said, refe rri ng to the 
traditional bloodletting that scar- 
red Yemen before the merger. 

“Yemeni society is now con- 


vinced of die necessity to resolve 
its problems through peaceful 
and democratic ways," Mr. No- 
’man asserted. 

Others are more pessimistic. 

“We face a dark future,'’ said 
Abdullah Al Huraibi of the 
General Peoples Congress, the 
party that ruled the North until 
the merger and is now a partner 
with the South's Yemen Socialist 
Party in nursing the new state 
through its infancy. • 

“Safety, security, corruption — 
these are the matters that worry 
us. -But from tbe bead of the state 
downward, afl disclaim responsi- 
bility," he said. 

Bomb, rocket and gun attacks 
— mostly unsuccessful — have 
been made on the prime minister, 
the justice minister and at least 
two members of the five-member 
presidential comical led by Mr. 


Most attacks have been against 
members <xf the Yemen Socialist 
Party that ruled former South 
Yemen. Because of that the vio- 
lence is widely seen as a conspira- 
cy against the socialists by oppo- 
nents that include the North’s 
Islamic fundamentalist Al Islah 
Party. 

But Al Islaih’s leader. Sheikh 
Abdullah Ben Hnssein A! 
Atamar, suggests the socialists are 
purging their own ranks. 

Two weeks ago, the tide., 
turned. Northern political leaders 
became tbe main target.. 


Ali Salem Al Beidh, the 
South's former strongman and 
secretary-general of the Yemen 
Socialist Party, last week deman- 
ded a dialogue between the two 
main parties to safeguard demo- 
cracy. . , 

His aides “warned violence 
might prompt a slowdown or 
withdrawal by the 20 or so foreign 
oil companies operating in Ye- 
men. But oil executives say their 
operations are not affected. 

Even before violence broke 
out, the infant republic was facing 
major challenges. 

Long one of the poorest Arab 
regions, it was grappling with an 
economic crisis brought on by the 
expulsion of nearly one million 
Yemeni workers from Saudi Ara- 
bia, which cut off remittances 
worth $300 million a year. 

Angered at Yemen's perceived 
pro-Iraq stand daring the 1990 
Gulf cnsis, Saudi Arabia also 
halted millions of dollars in sub- 
sidies to Sanaa. So did die United 
States. 

Tbe Yemenis condemned the 
invasion of Kuwait, but refused 
to join die anti-Iraq coalition. 
The neutral stand cost ft an esti- 
mated $2 billion. 

Many Arabs are surprised that 
Yemen’s new-found unity has 
survived this long, given the tra- 
ditional North- South rivalries 
and age-old squabbling between 
the northern tribes. 

But more than 40 new parties 



Ali AbdaBah Saleh 

have formed since the merger, to 
compete for 301 seats in parlia- 
ment. The press is now probably 
one of the freest m the Arab 
World. 

The moves towards pluralism 
lend credibility to Yemen’s 
efforts to transform itself into a 
fully democratic state, a develop- 
ment that the peninsular monar- 
chies, notably neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia, view with some 
trepidation - 

Some Yemenis blame the 
Saudis, who have a long history 
of buying off tbe northern tribes, 
for the current unrest. 

Tbe Saudis deny that, but have 
in recent months reignited an old 
border dispute that could stunt 
Yemen’s efforts to develop its 
new-found oil wealth. 


Barge gives new lease of life to Sudan town 


NASIR, Sudan (R) — For tire 800 kilometres south of Khar- 
destitute people of Nasir, a re- to urn, has . suffered months of 


mote Sudanese town ravaged by 
hunger, disease and war, the right 
of an approaching barge was a 
new lease of life. 

Children greeted the U.N. 
steamer, loaded with 240 tonnes 
of sorghum, with applause and 

ritf'was the first on River 
Sobat in nine months. 

Hundreds of women danced 
and ululated. A few men joined 
in tire jubilation, while hundreds 
more emerged from thatched 
huts to watch with silent but 
obvious relief. • 

. “This is a big. day for tire 
people of Nasir,” said Christina 
Colberet, . a worker with the 
World Food Pro gramm e (WFP). 


drought and famine. 

It is controlled by Sudan Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army (SKA) 
rebels and now bouses about 
20,000 people, many having trek- 
ked long distances from their 
borne areas in search of food. 

The. Biarritz, marked in bold 
U.N. imdgnia, and tire planes 
landing on tire dirt airstrip at 
Nasir, have relieved some of the 
hunger and disease. But they 
were too late to save many others 
who had already died of famine. 

“Hie food situation in Nasir 
itself is not so bad now but in 
areas further along tire river peo- 
ple are starving,” said Russel 
obey from the WFP in Khartoum 
who accompanied Biarritz. 


“People are happy because t hey “Those areas are only access! - 
have not teen a steamer in aTbng Me by fffer — intf teTfavS ntt ' 
time.” 'had a barge in the last nine 

Nasir, a once tashtowp on'Sctw^ ynonths^ft^'s^d. : ■' ^ .V u 


Used as pawns by rebels and 
government forces in a nine-year 
war of attrition, some 4.S million 
southern Sudanese, 75 per cent of 
ffie south's population, have been 
driven from their homes. 

Hunger and disease have killed 
at least 500,000, refief workers 
say. 

Relief workers in the Kenyan 
capital Nairobi say both the gov- 
ernment and rebels have used 
food as a weapon to further their 
strategic aims and tbe welfare of 
the civilian population has been a 
■secondary priority. 

They pointed out that tbe Biar- 
ritz was held up for a month at 
the government-controlled town 
of Malakal before being allowed 
to sad to the rebel-held town 
further up the river. 

‘ Relief official also say 'that op 
'to half the food sent into famine* 
areas Is stolen and often folds its 
way te .tbe. hands of rebel and > 


government troops. 

Tbe SPLA is fighting to end. 
what it says a domination of tbe 
Mack and mainly-Christian South 
by the Arabised Muslim north. 

But tbe Islamic fundamentalist- 
backed Khartoum government 
shows no signs of softening its 
stand after recapturing large 
areas from the rebels earlier this 
year. 

Peace talks in June failed to 
halt the government’s dry season 
offensive which captured 14- 
towns and villages. 

The SPLA has been weakened.' 
by a factional split within its ranks; 
and the loss of military support; 
from Ethiopia and logistical aid 
from Kenya and Uganda. 

Rebel leaders say they are ab-: 
out to heal tbe split in the SPLA. _ 

"T he faction led by John' 
'~G3fang, founder of the SPLA, 
says it is stepping up its onslaught 
'tii government forces in Juba. 


Rabin overcomes crisis 3 s< : ntenced to death in 


over Aloni remark 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin has h eaded off 
a threat to his coalition cabinet 
that erupted after his outspoken 
education minister suggested the 
word “God" be dropped from a 
prayer for soldiers. 

Mr. Rabin held meetings with 
Education Minister Shnlamit 
Aloni and Axyeh Deri, whose 
orthodox Shas Party had. 
threatened to leave the govern- 
ment unless Ms. Aloni was re- 
moved. Ms. Atom's Meretz bloc 
said, in tom, that ft would with- 
draw backing if sbe was fired. 

Tbe prime minister said Ms- 
Akrai blamed several controver- 
sial remarks on “slips of tbe 
tongue," and one colleague said 
she agreed to be more careful. 
Mr. Deri indicated his party's 
chief rabbi would likely accept 
that explanation — at feast for 
now. 

Mr. Rabin said on Israel Radio 
that he told Ms. Atom whose 
comments on. religion, tbe bolo- 
canst and peacemaking have up- 
set 1 many Israelis — that she 
would have to consider tbe iro- 
pficafion of her statements.' 

“I made it dear that we cannot 
continue to maintain the present 
coalition if tbe phenomenon of 
Shnl amit aloni statements will be 
continued,” he said. 

/ ' 


Mr. Rabin needs the backing of 
both Shas and Meretz to maintain 
his 62-seat majority in the 120- 
member parliament. But tire Shas 
and Meretz threats caused only a 
mini-crisis since both parties 
appear to want to remain within 
the government. 

Ms. Aloni, was summoned to 
meet Mr. Rabin for more titan 
tiie prayer remark. She bad 
angered Mir. Rabin himself by 
saying last, week that the prime 
minister would cede all of tire 
Golan Heights to Syria in peace 
negotiations. 

Even before her remark, Mr. 
Rabin put much effort into reas- 
suring Israelis that be would not 
cede any of the Golan, which was 
seized in the 1967 war, unless he 
was ce rtain peace with Syrian 
would provide security. : 

Earlier this month, fife. Aloni 
upset many Israelis by question- 
ing the value of government- 
sponsored field trips to tbe sites 
of Nazi camps in Europe to help 
students understand tire holo- 
caust. 

. After Sunday’s meeting. Im- 
migration Minister Yair Tsaban 
of Meretz said tire, party’s mem- 
bers, including Ms.. .Aloni, 
“would draw conditions for tbe 
future” from Mr. Raimi’s com- 
plaints. ^ ' . 
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KHARTOUM (Agencies) — A 
criminal court in southwestern 
Sudan has sentenced three 
Su d anese to death by hanging 
after finding them guilty of insti- 
gating was against the govern- 
ment and illegal possession of 
arms, a newspaper reported 
Monday. 

Al Inkaz Al Watany said that 
Judge Mohammad Abdullah 
Ibrahim ruled Saturday that Al 
Bashir Rahama Obeid, Al Hadi 
.Jar Al Najm and Zunnotm Al 
Tigany be banged to death. He 
also se n tenced the third to be 
crucified after hanging. 

Two other defendants were 
sentenced to up to 14 years in 
prison and fined 250,000 
Sudanese pounds ($2^500) each 
and an extra six years in jafl if 
they cannot pay tire fine. 

. The newspaper (fid not give 
any further details about the case 
or the charges. Tbe same court in 
Al Daren in Darfur region, 840 
kilometres southwest of Khar- 
toum, last month acquitted for- 
' met Foreign Minister Stdahmad 
Al Hussein and others for lack of 
evidence. The d efe n dants were' 
charged with recruiting people 
for the rebel Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) who have 
waged a civil war against tire 
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army in south Sudan for the past 
nine years. 

The newspaper said the court 
ordered tire arms and ammuni- 
tion found with the convicted 
persons to be handed over to the 
army. The sentences will be sent 
to high court for approval, the 
newspaper said. “ 

Last week, the American admi- 
nistration expressed outrage over 
the execution of a Sudanese man 
who was an employee of the U-S: 
foreign aid agency alter being 
found guilty of treason by a milit- 
ary court. The Americans fear 3 
second Sudanese employee of tin? 
U.S. agency might also have been 
executed, and say a number of 
others have been detained by 
authorities. 

Sudan’s rebel leader John 
Garang held secret talks over the 
weekend with Nigerian medratort . 
in tire country's civil war ahead of 
proposed peace talks next month , 
Ugandan government sources 
said Monday. 

The sources said the talks held. . 
Sunday at State House in Enteb- 
be, President Yoweri Museveni’s 
official residence, 32 kilometres 
west of Kampala, dealt with tire, 
question of resuming peace talks 
between two factions of the 
SPLA and the Khartoum govern- 
ment. 
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Israel’s nuclear arsenal 


| threatens security— Sharif 

A - AMMAN (Petra) — Information “sole option fbr Jordan at foil 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday sent a Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif said stage which witnesses anoogor-is 

cabfe to the Emir of Bahrain, Sheikh Issa Ben fafawn AI Monday that Jordan's stability effort designed to attain peace 

Khahfeh,- to offer his condolences over the death of Sheikh and moderate policies are conda- and end the AraMsracK con' 

Salman Ben Ibrahim Al Khalifah. ' sive to promoting, the cause of fiicL” 

z-i '*' ' - - , ... stability and peace m the Middle The minister said that Jordar 

Snarif Zeid meetS With Sheikh Noutl East. wants to see the Middle East ar 

' ' ' • T _ __ * , n 0 „ arms-free zone, maintaining, 

/W®fAN {Pena) - Prime Minister Slurif Zod Ben Stalker WiTcS 


Chief; Justice Nouh Salman. Sharif Zrad inj^ected the work 
procesf at foe o ffice and was briefed by Mr. Sahnan on the office’s 
remand future plans. The meeting was attended by several senior 
Islamic judges at the office. 

LawzLrecefves Al delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upper House of Parliament Speaker Ahmad 
Al La wn re ceived in his office Monday a visiting delegation 
representing Amnesty International (AI). The meeting discussed 
Jordan’s democratic experiment, particularly after the enactment 
of the political parties law. Discussion at the meeting also centred 
on political pluralism, public freedoms and Iranian rights. 

Arab doctors to discuss setting up AIDS centre 

AMM AN (Petra) — The Arab Doctors Federation (ADF) will 
participate in the meetings of a committee entrusted with setting 
up a centre for combatting AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome). The meetings are due to open in Libya next Saturday. 
Federation Secretary General Hassan Khreb said the centre wffl 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud Al Sharif said 
Monday that Jordan’s stability 
and moderate policies are condu- 
sive to promoting, foe cause of 
Stability and peace in foe Middle 
East. . 

In an address to a visiting 
group from foe British War Col- 
lege, foe minister said that the 
numerous challenges that faced 
the co u ntr y since its independ- 
ence from Britain did not deter it 
from pursuing the goods of stabil- 
ity and security. . 

“On foe contrary, these chal- 
lenges prompted the conntzy to 
work harder and to prove to be 
an oasis of security and stability 
and a model fbr other countries in 
the region,” said Mr. Sharif. 

Mr. Sharif referred to the 
democratic process in the King' 
dom, describing democracy as the 


“sole option for Jordan at this 
stage which witnesses an ongoing 
effort designed to attain peace 
and end the Arab-Israeh con- 
tea.” 

The minis ter said that Jordan 
wants to see the Middle East an 
arms-free zone, maintaining, 
however, that it was unfair to see 
nuclear weapons under Israel’s 
disposal while the Arabs arc dep- 
rived erf the right to possess simi- 
lar weapons. 

Such situation, he said, can 
only create an imbalance of pow- 
er and can endanger the region’s 
security. 

The minister and members of 
the delegation held a general 
discussion on the peace process, 
Jordan's position vis-a-vis the 
Palestine issue and the Gulf war 
as well as the Kingdom’s relations 
with other countries in the re- 
gion. 


ath i 
ian 


.-rrtt 2 i - 

■ 

.. •« r"' 


Arc- 

r J ^ 


' v;' 


' ■ * t 

:r.- *. f 

...i ;:*■ 

f •:>*' 


be established in Libya. as part of the Libyan Muammar 
QadhafPs human rights award activities. The meetings, be said, 
will discuss practical ways for csfah Kshmg the centre, which will 
conduct studies on AIDS in Africa. The federation wfll »Un take 
part in the meetings of the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
Mediterranean Regional Committee due to start in Alexandria, 
Egypt, Oct. 3. Dr. Khreis said the federation will participate in 
the meetings as an observer. Participants in the five-aay meetings, 
he said, -wifi discuss reports on WHO activities in the region as 
well as ways of promoting cooperation between the organisation 
and the ponntil of Arab Health Ministers. 

Meeting to discuss agricultural policy 

AMMAN (Petra) — The fourth annual meeting betw een Jorda- 
nian agricultural or ganisati ons and the Interna tional Centre for 
Agricatturai Researches hi Dry Areas (ICARDA) win open 
Tuesday at the University of Jordan’s Faculty of Agriculture. 
Participants in the two-day meeting, which will be opened by 
Agricuttare Minister Fayez Al Khasawneh, wfll include specialists 
from tiie Ministry of Agricult ur e, the National Centre for 
Agricultural Researches and Technology Transfer, the faculties of 
agriculture at the University of Jordan and the Jordan University 
of Science and Technology (JUST), die Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation (ICO) as well as several of ICARDA’s researchers. 
The meeting will discuss results reached during foe last agricultu- 
ral season, drawing op cooperation plans for tiie comin g 
agricultural season and de fining scopes of cooperation in the field 
of producing certain crops. 

8 killed, 193 Injured In car accident 

AMMAN (Petra) — Eight people were killed and 193 others were 
injured in 373 car accidents which took place in Jordan last week, 
according to a report issued by the Public Security Traffic 
Department. 


Kabariti, Japanese envoy visit 
vocational training centre 

ZARQ A (J.T.) — Labour Minis- students. 

- ter Abdul Karim Al Kabariti and Mr. Kabariti said in a state- 
Japan’s Ambassador to Jordan ment to Petra laser that the 
Tadayuld Nonoyam a Monday vi- Ministry qf Labour has plans for 
sited Yajboz Vocational Training establishing a vocational training 
.Centre and discussed Jordanian- centre to train students in metal 
Japanese cooperation in the field moulding. He said that die pro- 
or vocational training. ject to be set up in cooperation 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- with the Netherlands, was ex- 
ra said that the ambassador pected to cost JD 18 million, 
offered to send to Jordan a nuzn- Also on Monday, the General 
ber of Japanese instructors to Assembly of a Japanese- 
teacb hi .tire country’s vocational Jordanian joint company en- 
training centers. He also express- trusted with setting up a fertiliser 
ed willingness to offer trainin g in plant m Aqaba, held its first 
Japan to technicians from tiie meeting in Amman to discuss 
Vocational Training Corporation plans. 

(VTC), which runs the vocational Thabet Taher, director general 

centres in Jordan. of foe Jordan Phosphate Mines 

Hie minister accompanied the Company (J PMC) chaired the 
ambassador on a tour of the meeting dining which assembly 
different sections of the centre, mem bos reviewed practical steps 
which was built cm 17 dunums of to bring the company into being, 
land'at the cost of JD 23. million. The company, which would 

The m ini s te r said that foe cen- produce phosphate-based fertflis- 
tre annually offers training to 600 ers is expected to cost $60 million 
students in 16 different profes- and produce at least 300,000 tor- 
sions. nes of fertilisers a year. 

Mr. Nonoyama was briefed on Agreement on the creation of 
the work of the different sections the joint company was signed in 
as well as the centre’s needs for Amman last July by JPMCand a 
expansion and development. delegation from Japan led by the 
The ambassador was acoompa- chairman and president of the 
fried also to a vocational ce n tre National Federation of Agricolta- 
for females and was briefed on ral Cooperative Association 
foe naming courses it offers to (Zen-Noh.). 

*«i x- v:s» ta'viUi sur- yani ••••• ; 


in bid to gain more power 


By Mariam M. Shubin 

.Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Less than a wqek 
before the registration of political 
parties begins, dozens ofcpolitical 
groups are considering mergers 
and coafitions. Fearing that the 
small membership they have 
attracted thru far would not allow 
foem to meet some of the reg- 
istration .requirements, political 
groupings are scurrying to form 
coalitions with like-minded 
groups. 

Oct. 1 will mark the opening of 
the registration period for politic- 
al parties by special department 
jet up at the Ministry of Interior, 
Salameh Hamad, under-secretary 
erf the Ministry of Interior, told 
tiie Jordan Times. 

Tire political parties law, which 
was passed by a Royal Decree 
Sept. 1, has set very specific 
regulations for a party’s registra- 
tion and legalisation. Each party 
must have minimum of 50 found- 
ing members. 

_.Loog established political 
groups, like the leftist Jordan 
People’s Democratic Party and 
foe Muslim Brotherhood’s Party 
— Islamic Action Party — are 
finafismg their registration re- 
quirements. Others, however, 
who are relative newcomers to 
the political scene in Jordan, are 
still establishing their cadre and 
trying to get foe largest number* 
of people possible into their ranks 
in order to assure themselves of 
sufficient political clout and 
popular support. 

; With up to a 100 groups field- 
ing themselves as future parties in 
foe pre-registration period, and 
coalitions representing all shades 
of political thought have been 
emerging on foe' Jordanian poK-' 
deal scene. 

In the fall of last year, a group 
of 70 “political personalities” 
formed a National Consolidation 
Committee, which aimed at forg- 
ing mergers among centrist par- 
ties with similar ideologies. 

Thus far, tile committee has 
been successful in helping the 
merger of three political groups 
which loosely define themselves 
as liberal, pan-Arab and national 
parties. 

Known as the Ahrar (liberal), 
the Watsni (the national) and the 
Mnstakbal (the future), the three 
parties joined together to form 
the Mnstakbal last week in an 
unprecedented merger among 
centrist groups. 

: A spokesman for the group, 
Sami Gammo, said that he ex- 
pects 1 several other political 
groups and parties to join foe 


Mnstakbal Party within the next 
two weeks. 

The parties winch are consider- 
ing a merger or a coalition with 
Al Mustakbal are also liberal 
centrist parties. 

Still, final alliances have not 
yet been drawn. While none of 
the existing and evolving parties 
have made political, social or 
economic programmes available 
to the press, different political 
shades among the left, centre and 
right are dfaceniable. 

Consultations on the possibility 
of merger are underway among 
four liberal parties; the Unionist 
Liberals, headed by Anis 
Mnasher, Democratic Unionist 
Association, beaded by Moham- 
mad Oran, the Arab Umouists, 
led by Talal Al Omari, and the 
Democratic 'Forum, led by Ah 
Amer. • 

While similar in their 
approach, the latter grouping 
consider themselves to be more 
like foe “Soda! Democrats” of 
Germany than a typical “cen- 
trist” party. 

Should the four groups, led by 
Unionist Liberate, merge, they 
“may” consider forming a wider 
coalition with Al Mustakbal, 
Ante Mnasher told the Jordan 
Times. 

Other liberal and left-of-centre 
parties, such as die Jordanian 
National Democrats, which has a 
revolving leadership consisting erf 
Dr. Huda Fakhoury, Mazen 
Saket, Mohammad Daudufo and 
Samir Habashnefa, are also bring 
approached for possible mergers 
with foe Al Mnstakbal and Mr. 
Muasher’s group. 

“Id all likelihood, if we form a 
coalition with anyone in foe fu- 
ture, it will more likely be with 
the unionist parties or with the 
existing coalition formed by 
Jordanian Arab Nationalist 
Democratic Association (JAN- 
DA)” Dr. Huda Fakhoury told 
the Jordan Times. 

“Our own progr amm es have 
not been fully formulated. There- 
fore we win not consider any 
mer ger s and coalitions before our 
own house is in order,” added 
J>r. Fakhoury. 

JANDA 

JANDA is a coalition of four 
major parties, which includes two 
socialist parties: the Communist 
Parhr and one Arab Baalh Social- 
ist faction. - As one of tiie first 
coalition of political groups in the 
Kingdom, JANDA winch was 
formed in July 1990, r e pres en ts 
political parties which worked 


undergro u nd before tiie multi- 
party system was restored in Jor- 
dan. It is mostly leftist in its 
political orientation. 

Joining the Jordan People’s 
Democratic Party, foe Jordan 
Popular Unity Party, the two 
brandies of the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party and the Al Baalh 
Arab Socialist Party, the coalition 
has formed a solid bloc. Each of 
the four parties has one deputy in 
the Lower House of Parliament 
with the exception of the Baafo 
Party, which has two. 

Along with independent mem- 
bers, JANDA has formed an 
e^ht-member bloc in the Lower 
House known as the Democratic 
Bloc. 

The process of merging politic- 
al groups, no matter how similar 
in ideology is “more difficult than 
the peace talks,” said Mr. Gam- 
mo, who was.one of the founders 
of the National Consolidation 
Bloc. 


■A coalition to the tight of 
ce n tre has been in the making 
since retired brigadier general 
Abdul Hadi MajaH formed the 
Ahd (covenant) party in 3991. 
Established by a group of 
businessmen and former high 
ranking army and government 
officials, the parte is expected to 
be the leader of the “right-of- 
centre” political grou p in gs in dm 


There are ongoing delibera- 
tions on creating a coafition that 
includes a series of tribal-based 
groups, some of which have 
already declared themselves a 
party. The Jordanian Greens Par- 
ty, led by journalist Sultan Hat- 
tab is expected to have finks with 
the Al AhcHed coafition as well. 
Lower House deputy Ahmad 
Awekfi Abbadi, who is p lanning 
to head a party called Al Umma 
(the Nation), has said that he is 
interested in an alliance with the 
conservative parties, but Al Ahd 
has notindkated any fait* with 
the Al Umma. 

Tribal-based groups and par- 
ties, such as the recently formed 
Jordan National Affiance, winch 
is led by central bedouin tribe 
leader Mijbem Khrrisbeb, are 
also nationalist and conservative. 


mgs or parties are expecfed.to be 
right of ce n tre in their political 

nIHunrtfc Mid thus STB «wuMb*?{ 

for a coalition with Al Ahd. 
Irimfsts 

The only Islamic Party that has 


announced its formation thus far 
is the Islamic Action Party. 
Founded largely by members of 
the Mnsfim Brotherhood group 
as well as other Islamists, the 
party, say its organisers, will not 
replace the Brotherhood as a 
movement but will concentrate 
on the political aspects of Islamic 
policies.- 

Headed By Ishak Faihan, the 
party is Ekriy to attract the votes 
that went to the Brotherhood 
during the 3989 elections. 

The Brotherhood, says mem- 
ber Ziad Abu Ghanhna, is a 
group that concerns itself with 
“all aspects of life and thus can- 
not call itself a political party.” 
The Mamie Action Front is, for 
all practical purposes, the politic- 
al party of the Brotherhood 
movement. 

Only one other strictly Mamie 
group has announced its intention 
to become a party. The Tajdid 
Arab Islamic Party, or Islamic 
Arab Renewal Party, led by Gha- 
ri Husseini, is expected to 
announce its formation before 
the end of foe year. 

Independents 

Among the several indepen- 
dent parties that have sprung up 
is the Party for Progress and 
Justice, led by former chief of the 
Royal Court Adnan Abu Odeh. 
The party, which has many for- 
mer government officials and in- 
fluential businessmen among its 
ranks, is expected to cany con- 
siderable financial and political 
dout even though it is expected 
to be an elitist party in its mftwl 
stages. Many political observers 
point to foe party membership 
and believe it may have one of 
the strongest economic program- 
mes due to foe intimate know- 
ledge foe members have of. Jor- 
dan’s economic and political sta- 
tus quo. 

An Arab “nationafist” party, 
founded by former B satirists 
Walid Abdul Ha<fi and Husni 
Shiab, Is also expected to be 
influential among Jordan’s mid- 
dle dass and mtelfigenda. So is 
the case with a party that when 
fanned, will be led by human 
rights lawyer Anna Kinder. The 
party intends to base its program- 
me on human rights. 

PoUfical organise!* expect that 
independent parties wfil not join 
the ahfcady existing coalitions on 
the right, {eft and centre but inay 
support certain politicians in 
areas where they, themselves wifi 
fie ld no candidates in legislative, 
municipal and labour elections. 


Businessman sees potential for joint 
Jordanian-French industrial ventures 


AMMAN (J.T.) — France is 
interested in laundring joint eco- 
nomic ventures with Jordan be- 
cause the Kingdom possesses foe 
necessary infrastructure for in- 
dustrial growth and skilled 
labour, according to foe Presi- 
dent of foe Arab-French Cham- 
ber of Commerce Mjchcl-Habib 
Delonde. 

The availability of trained and 
qualified workers who can em- 
ploy modem technology in indus- 
try can "help create the necessary 
base for joint Frendb-Jordanian 
industries, an objective sought by 
the Arab-French Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. Delonde said at 
a press confer e nce held Sunday 
evening at foe French Ambassa- 
dor’s residence in Amman. 

He said the possibility exists for 
joint French- Jordanian industrial 
businesses to flourish since foe 
manufactured goods can be mar- 
keted in France and" the Arab 
countries. Such commodities 


CB J to 
introduce 
new b ankn otes 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) will put 
into circulation new banknotes of 
the JD 10 and JD 5 bills as of 
Oct. 1, according to an announce- 
ment Monday. 

The new banknotes Eke those 
of the JD 20. JD 1 and JD 0.500 
which were introduced at the 
beginning of last month, will have 
new designs. The old banknotes 
will continue to be valid and 
accepted by the banks until they 
are all phased out, foe CBJ said. 
said. 

The JD 10 bffi wffl be a mixture 
of colours but mainly blue, and 
w31 be decorated with Islamic 
designs and the Amman citadel, 
according to the statement. 

It said that foe JD 5 bill will be 
of difficult blended colours but 
mainly red and wfll feature im- 
ages of Petra and its treasury. 

In addition, the statement said 
die two bills wiU carry the picture 
of IBs Majesty King Hussein with 
an Arab style head dress phis 
another water picture of the 
King.. ......... 

The phrase, foe Central Bank 
of” Jordan, will appear bqfoe bills j 
along with, foe value pf the biU 
and its serial number, signed by 
tbe finance minister and foe Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan governor. 


would be cheap to buy and most 
importantly they would be of very 
high quality, competing with 
similar products in the market, 
Mr. Delonde said. He said joint 
economic ventures of this nature 
are bound to adjust Jordan’s 
trade balance. 

Mr. Delonde is in Jordan for a 
series of matings with Jordanian 
businessmen to promote trade 
exchanges between Jordan and 
France. , 

When united, foe European 
Community countries will have a 
total of 350 million inhabitants 
wbo depend on frecc trade and 
free enterprise, thus opening the 
door wide for increased invest- 
ments in Third World countries, 
inducting those of the Mediterra- 
nean region, said Mr. Ddonde. 

The French businessman said 
that France will play “a leading 
role in the coming phase of trade 
between Europe and the coun- 
tries of the southern hemis- 


phere.” 

Referring to his mission in Jor- 
dan, Mr, Delonde said that it was 
wrthm the course of his current 
endeavours to'seek cooperation 
with Jordanian businessmen in 
genera] and Jordanian industry in 
particular. 

“We are here to exchange 
views with Jordanian business- 
men and foe talks so far have 
yielded good results in that both 
sides acquired tremendous in- 
formation related to trade ami 
industry,” said Mr. Delonde. 

He said that pharmaceutical 
and food industries will be foe 
target of joint French- Jordanian 
ventures that could be established 
in the Kingdom. 

Referrng to France's dealings 
with Iraq, Mr. Delonde said that 
French companies are currently 
conducting contacts and negotia- 
tions with Iraq to resume their 
activities and trade relations with 
that Arab country once foe sanc- 


tions have been lifted. 

Iraq is indebted by 15 billion 
French francs to Pans and the 
two countries had large trade and 
economic ties, he said. 

“The settlement of foe Arab- 
Israeti conflict, the reconstruction 
of Lebanon and the reestablish- 
ment of peace in Yugoslavia are 
very positive elements that can 
contribute towards the develop- 
ment of countries around the 
Mediterranean sea,” Mr. Delon- 
de added. 

■ Mr. Delonde had earlier held a 

series of meetings with members 
of tbe Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce and government oludals 
to discuss bilateral trade and eco- 
nomic projects. 

The Arab-French Chamber of 
Commerce, which was founded in 
1970 upon an initiative by Arab 
ambassadors in Paris, conducts 
promotion campaigns to encour- 
age trade exchanges between. 
France and the Arab World. 


JT A encourages businesses to 
increase trade activities in Russia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Russian 
markets hold huge potentials for 
Jordanian manufactured products 
and here are good opportunities 
for launching joint Jordanian- 
Russian ventures, according to 
Jordanian businessmen who held 
an exhibition of Jordanian pro- 
ducts in Moscow this month. 

The Jordan Trade Association 
(JTA) organised a week-long in- 
dustrial fair in the Russian capital 
on Sept. IS, offering Russian 
consumers “high quality” indust- 
rial produces manufactured by 21 
Jordanian companies, according 
to Kamal Qaqfah, JTA vice presi- 
dent. 

Addressing a press conference 
in Amman Monday following tbe 
end of the fair in Moscow, Mr. 
Qaqisb said good investment 
opportunities exist for Jordanian 
industries in Moscow and other 
parts of Russia. He said there is 
also a “good opportunity for 
launching joint ventures with 
Russian businessmen.” 

“Thanks to the dose coopera- 
tion between the private and pub- 
lic sectors in Jordan, the Moscow 
fair-was successful,” Mr. Qaqish 
added. .■ - - 

.The -fair was held by JTA in 
’cooperation with the Jordan Ex- 
ports Development and Commer- 
cial Centres Corporation (JED- 


CO) at the Ministry of Industry 
and Tirade. 

Mr. Qaqish said foal Jordanian 
businessmen displayed a wide 
range of products which, among 
other things, included wooden 
furniture, scent, medicines, 
paints, electric appliances, tissue 
papeT, gas ranges, syringes, che- 
mical detergents, soap, hair 
shampoo, car filters, and batter- 
ies, perambulators, ladders, hea- 
ters and refrigerators. 

"Russian merchants and 
businessmen showed deep in- 
terest m the higfa quality of Jorda- 
nian products and expressed of 
willingness to buy from Jordan,” 
said Mr. Qaqish. 

He said that foe JTA, which 
was established in 1988, ax 
promoting the sale of Jordanian 
products in other countries and 
opening new markets. 

The JTA has appointed repre- 
sentatives in Moscow and Sudan, 
two countries where Jordan held 
industrial fairs to coordinate 
work. Mr. Qaqish said that tbe 
JTA was complementing, tbe 
work of JEDCO, which has 
opened the way fbr JTA to set up 
a permanent trade exhibition in 
the Russian capital. *u,>! 

Another speaker at the press 
conference was Mr. Fawaz Al 


Shaalan, JTA secretary, who said 
that 1,000 Russian companies' 
contacted the Jordanian business- 
men at tbe fair to conduct deals. 

. “Russia has 150 million con- 
sumers who are interested in Jor- 
dan's products,” Mr. Shaalan 
said. 

He said that the Russian pri- 
vate sector is anxious to conclude 
deals with Jordanian industries 
and establish joint ventures with 
Jordan. He said this provides a 
“good opportunity for Jordan’s 
trade, especially as Russia is now 
following foe market economy 
system.” 

Makram On bain, JTA board 
member, told tbe press confer- 
ence that Jordanian and Russian 
busmesmen held a series of meet- 
ings to discuss trade and signed 
minutes of their deliberations 
which, among other things, en- 
tailed initial agreement for estab- 
lishing joint Rustian-Joirianxan 
industrial projects. 

Mr. Qubain said that some 
difficulties still exist in the pay- 
ment arrangements but, Ik said, 
these can be overcome through 
barter trading between foe two 
sides saying that Jordan was in- 
terested in purchasing Russian 
timber in exchange for manufac- 
tured products. 
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THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 
MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY 
EGYPTIAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 




THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES 
JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 


EGYPTIAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY/JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
ELECTRICAL INTERCONNECTION PROJECT BETWEEN EGYPT AND JORDAN 

ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR ISSUE OF TENDERS FOR TABA 500/400/220/22kv 
' SUBSTATION & AQABA 400/132/33 kv SUBSTATION 

Egyptian Electricity Authority and Jordan Electricity Authority declare that the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan obtained a loan from the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development for financing of the project for interconnection erf 
their electrical networks and the Egyptian Electricity Authority and Jordan Electricity Authority intend to use part of this loan for 
financing of supply and installation of the substations for which this advertisement is made fbr the issuance of the tender documents 
which include two separate tenders on turnkey basis as follows: 

1. Trader No. JEN/96 including the Inflowing: 

— Engineering, Design, CIF delivery, Installing, Testing and Commissioning of SF6 Metalclad Switchgear (proposal 1 ) or 
Conventional switchgear (proposal 2 for Taba Substation) and Ancillary Equipment complete with Civil Works and fire fighting 

' system for Transformers and Stunt Reactors for TABA 500/400/220/22 kv Substation and AQABA 400/132/33 kv Substation. 

— Engineering, Design, CIF delivery, Installing, Testing and Commissioning of Three Cable Terminal Stations (Two 500 kv on Suez 
Canal Shores and one 400 kv on Aqaba Gulf Shore) complete with Ancillary Equipment. 

2. Tender No. JE 07/90 indoding the foBowhig:- 

— Engineering, Design, CIF delivery. Unloading, Installing, Testing and Commissioning of Two Power transformers one 750 M.V.A 
500/400/22 kv, one 500 M.VA 500/220/22 kv and two Siunt Reactors one 100MVAR 500 kv and one 100MVAR 400 kv for TABA 
Substation and one Power Transformer 240MVA 40CV1 32/33 kv and one Shunt Reactor 100 MVAR 400 kv for AQABA 
Substation.:. 

The tenderer is requested to nominate his subcontractors for civil and erection works which should be local companies registered 
according to Laws. 

Tenders are to be submitted to each of Egyptian Electricity Authority and Jordan Electricity Authority and each tender is to be in two 
envelopes: One envelope for the Technical Offer and the other for the Financial Offer and to be submitted at the same time. The 
Financial Offer should include a Bid Bond- not less than 2 per cent of the total tender price. Submission of tenders should not be later 
than 12 o'clock noon Cairo time and its equal time in Amman on January 14th, 1993. 

Tenderers can submit their offers for work in both Egypt and Jordan or in any of them only, or for all the tenders together or for any of 
them only. 

Tenders can be obtained from the offices of Egyptian Electricity Authority or the offices of Jordan Electricity Authority against a 
receipt for payment or an acceptable cheque fbr value of US$2000 for Tender No. JE 6/90, and US$1000 for Tender No. JE 7/90 as 
follows: 

1. Fbr Egyptian Electricity Authority to their Account No. 880/90/1 4 in Egyptian Natrona) Bank main branch and to accompany the 
cheque with a purchase order-original stamped and two copies in the name of the Engineer-General Manager of the Central 
Purchasing in the building of the Ministry of -Electricity and Energy. 

2. For Jordan Electricity Authority by cash payment in its Headquarters or a certified cheque in the name of Jordan Electricity 
Authority and submission of purchase order accompanied by a copy of the receipt for payment. 

Hie purchase order should dearly include the Bidder’s name, his local agent and address, telex, fax and telephone number. 
In case the tenderer requires the tender documents to be sent to him by mail, the express airmail cost will be added. 
Both offers (Technical & Financial) for these tenders will be opened at 12 o’clock noon Cairo time and its equal time in Amman on 
January 14th, 1993 in both Cairo and Amman. The tenders should be valid for 150 days from date of opening the tenders. 
Tenderer is requested to submit any question fn writing or by cable to reach the Egyptian Electricity Authority and Jordan Electricity 
Authority not later than one month before the closing date and a pre-tender meeting to clarify ail queries regarding these tenders will 
be held in the Headquarters of Egyptian Electricity Authority at a time to be notified later. 
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THE FORMAL American proposal to establish an interna- 
tional commission to investigate crimes against humanity 
committed by Serbian forces deserves more meaningful and 
effective follow-up. Washington has just submitted the 
argent proposal to the U.N. General Assembly. Unfortu- 
nately the timely proposal has yet to be picked up by the 
other major players in the international arena. Unless more 
countries or groups of countries voice their unequivocal 
support for the U.S. recommendation, it wfli be forgotten or 
sink into obtivion. 

UJS. acting Secretary of State Lawrence Eagjeburger 
presented this motion in the aftermath of the confirmed 
disclosure that no less than 3,000 Bosnian Muslims were 
massacred by Serbian forces in make-shift prisoner camps 
established in Rasnia-Herzegovina. If endo r sed by the 
majority of the U.N. members, it would constitute the first 
ever effective campaign against war crimes and crimes 
against humanity since the Nuremberg, trials were con- 
ducted at the end ofWorid War IL There were many crimes 
against humanity committed since those days bat never 
seemed to prompt an effective international response. In our 
region of the world, genocides and crimes against humanity 
occurred in several parts of the Middle East. The most 
recent notable one was the 1982 massacre of Palestinians at 
Sabra and Chatila refugee camps in Lebanon at the hands of 
Falangist forces before the very eyes of the Israeli occupying 
forces. The 1947 massacre against Palestinians at Deir 
Yassin village by Zionist forces was an earlier, example of 
crimes against humanity that drew no world response. 
Other areas of the Middle East have also witnessed horrific 
crimes against innocent people. These still await accounta- 
bility. The obvious explanation for the continuation of such 
gross crimes, whether in tins region or elsewhere in the 
world — notably in Cambodia at the hands of Khmer Rooge 
forces — is die fact that there has never been a serious effort 
to hold tiie culprits and those behind them accountable. 

The U.S. proposal to create an international tribunal to 
investigate crimes against humanity c ommitte d In Bosnia- 
Herzegovina offers a serious attempt to start the motion for 
holding perpetrators of such grave and abhorrent violations 
accountable. 

Four thoughts come immediately to mind in this connec- 
tion: One is foe need to have a permanent international body 
for this purpose and not an ad hoc committee to look into 
such category at erffloes in one particular country. Second, 
such an international organ most exercise sufficient jurisdic- 
tion to try and sentence aQ those responsible for such 
atrocities. Third, the jnridic principle of limitation on the 
commencement of criminal procedures within a certain 
specified time needs to be lifted with regard to such crimes 
in order to allow for prosecution of long forgotten criminals. 
Fourth, the repeatedly rejected excuse off “orders from 
top,” must be reaffirmed in this context in order to bold 
accountable all those who engage in the commission of such 
crimes even when they are ordered by their superiors. 

The elaboration of the U.S. proposal along these lines 
would go a long way to uproot war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. Anything short of this win simply not do. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE BUSH administration is showering Israel with all sorts of 
gifts, ranging from billions of dollars In loan guarantees to 
helicopters and economic aid to ensure the Jewish state’s 
continued military superiority over the Arab World, said A1 
Dustonr Arabic daily Monday. The paper said that while the 
Arabs fail to find a minimum level of common ground for 
agreement among themselves on issues of destiny, Israel is 
continually bolstering its alliance with the United States and 
strengthening its presence in the occupied Arab land and 
threatening neighbouring states. The paper said that the United 
States, which is supposed to broker the peace process and help the 
two sides to reach a durable settlement, is not only watching the 
process collapsing without extending a hand to save it, but it is 
also helping in undermining the peace talks by continually defying 
Arab feelings through gifts of money and arms to Israel. The 
paper called on the Arab parties to the peace talks to consider the 
situation and examine the American position. This step is vital 
before the Arabs embark on the seventh round of peace talks next 
month without any progress whatsoever being achieved, stressed 
the paper. 


* A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra'i Arabic daily warned the world 
community that it would pay dearly for its continued subjugation 
to the American hegemony, noting that Washington’s policies 
could affect any country anywhere in the world. Even those 
nations which enjoy permanent seats at the Security Council are 
exposed to Washington’s blackmail and the best example is that of 
Russia which announced that it was selling Iran three submarines, 
only to announce 24 hours later that it was cancelling the deal 
; under pressure from the United States, said Tareq Masarweh. 

The writer said that toe United States caused so much suffering to 
' the Vietnamese people through an aggression that lasted 10 years 
resulting in the destruction of thousands of homes and the killings 
: of a great number of the country's population who chose to defy 
: the conlonial power. Cuba is still under siege from the United 
States which imposes its continued aggression on Iraq and Libya, 

1 hfe said. Recent reports about Washington taking steps at the 


Security Council to seize Iraqi frozen assets is yet one more 
shameful act on the part of the world’s sole suoeroower. 


shameful act on the part of the world’s sole superpower, 
reciprocated by world community which is harming itself and tile 
U.N. member nations by allowing the United States to dominate 
their affairs, the writer continued. Should the United States 
succeed in committing this shameful act, and should the world 
community allow Washington to pursue its atrocities without 
being questioned, he warned, there will come a time when 
Washington might be in a position to threaten the interests of 
Japan, European countries and other nations that dare to stand in 
its way of ensuring domination over the whole world. 
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The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Kboturi 


One year ago— remember the hope? 


Scratching the surface 
is not simply enough 


THE END of the sixth round of Arab-Israeli peace talks in 
Washington effectively brings to an end the first year of the peace 
process that was launched in Madrid last October. Little of 
substance will occur when the talks are resumed in late October 
because of the distraction of the U.S. presidential elections in the 
first week of November. Even after the elections, there will be 
little pressure in Washington or elsewhere iu the North to focus 
on the Arab-Israeli peace process with any great urgency, mainly 
because the Middle East is a subject of little strategic or political 
interest in Washington, London, or other northern industrialised 
capitals. This one- year mark in the peace process, therefore, is an 
opportune moment to take stock of what has happened since last 
October, and to look to the future appropriately. 

The most obvious sentiment among the Arabs today is 
frustration at the lack of substantive progress in the talks. 
Consequently, we hear Palestinian, Jordanian and other Arab 
voices calling for a withdrawal from the peace talks because, as 
these voices claim, nothing has been achieved and nothing will be 
achieved under the present balance of power. This is all rather 
premature, even hysterical, but then short-tempered disfllu- 
sooiDCBt seems to come with (he territory, and may be an 
ingrained aspect of parts of our political psychology and culture. 
We should not accept it at face value, but rattier we should 
confront it In a rational and patient manner. The possibility of 
eventual success in the peace talks is too important a goal to allow 
to be felled by false pride, irritation and intemperance. 

At the start of the peace talks last October, both die Jordanian 
and Palestinian leaderships took the time, made the effort, and 
showed the decency, acumen, and maturity to painstakingly 
explain to their people that the peace process would be a long and 
complex battle, simply another phase of fop battle that our Arab 
national identity has waged against the Western-supported 
mini-imperial Zionist endeavour. An intense public and private 


debate took place in Jordan and Palestine (less so in other 
concerned countries) about the merits and perils of joining the 
talks. Most people around here (the Fertile Crescent) were deeply 
sceptical about the chances of success, but most people also 
accepted that we had little to lose if we went and tried oar best to 
regain Arab national rights and dignity through an internationally 
sanctioned peace process. So we went 

We also went with certitude, pride, confidence, and a great deal 
of hope. Our negotiators carried flowers, along with much else — 
the memories of what our grandparents had endured and 
struggled for, our powerful desire to live normal lives unencum- 
bered by the ravages of desperate people seeking imperial 
advantage or the false security of the gun, the vision of an Arab 
World living in peace and mutual cooperation, and the aspirations 
of our children and their children in the future. Our scepticism 
momentarily took bade stage to our indelible humanity — our 
indomitable spirit of hope, our confidence that through God’s 
efforts and our own hard work and wisdom, time and reason 
would right the wrongs and dispel the injustices of the past. 

Where did all those feelings go? Where are the hope and the 
confidence today? It is important at this potentially pivotal stage 
of the peace talks to revitalise them, and to reaffirm the 
supremacy of our bard work and wisdom over the forces of 
short-term despair and frustration. The critical element in this 
process is a better understanding of the role of time m the peace 
process, and in the larger tapestry of national identity and 
ideological conflict in the Middle East 

There was never any possibility that the peace talks would 
achieve a major breakthrough in a period of months, certainly not 
when the Shamir government was in power in Israel. The advent 
of the Labour-led coalition government of Yitzhak Rabin was 
itself one of the consequences of the early stages of the peace 
process. The Palestinians and other Arabs had declared their 
willingness to live, in peace withlsrad if Israel' did four things: 
accepted relevant U.N. resolutions, lived alongside a -free and 
self-determinant Palestinian people, returned all occupied Arab 
lands to neighbouring states, and lived by the rales of internation- 
al legitimacy rather than by the rules of imperial self-delusion. 

The majority of Israelis realised that the Likud wary was getting 
them nowhere, and leading only to Israel’s international isolation 
and to greater anti-Israeli sentiment in the Arab Worid. Labour 
suggested a different and milder strategy — perhaps not radically 
different from Likud’s, but sufficiently different teat it could lead 
to genuine progress in the peace talks. The result was the last 
round of talks, whose tone and substance both suggested a more 
serious and realistic approach to peace by all sides. 

The Israelis shifted their attention to the Syrian front, and kept 


playing stalling games with Jordan and Palestine. But some 
progress was made on agenda items, and, more importantly, the 
Israelis teamed that they would not be allowed to gain from their 
transparent attempts to stall, confuse, or evade the central issues 
of a) trading land for peace, and b) coming to terms with the twin 
realities of Israeli national rights and foe parallel and equal 
national rights of the Palestinians, Jordanians, Syrians, and 
Lebanese. 

It was telling, in this respect, to read the recent column in the 
Herald Tribune of Mr. Shai Feldman of the Jaffe Institute at Tel 
Aviv University, a leading Israeli strategic analyst whose thinking 
is thought to be dose to that of the ruling Rabin crowd ^ The 
central pillar of his argument is that only time will allow both sides 
to accept the full claims of the other, and to achieve foe twin goals 
of a) tiie Arab demand of full territorial withdrawal by Israel, and 
b) the Israeli demand of a full peace, including routinely normal 
relations between Arab and Israeli states. TbssLr message is very 
dear: a foil Israeli territorial withdrawal is possible as the last 
stage of a protracted peace process. Our message should be 
reciprocal: a foil peace is possible as the last stage of a peace 
process that sees a full Israeli withdrawal from Arab lands. 

This is essentially the concept that we have accepted by 
agreeing to foe terms of reference of the current talks. 'We 
realised that we wobld not get all our demands at one time. We 
accepted an intermediary phase during which the Palestinians 
would live under their own self-governing authority as a tran- 
sitional phase to the final status negotiations. Ibis is a reasonable 
and acceptable arrangement. A lot of time is required for the 
psychological and political enmity of the last century to dissipate 
and give way to the indigenous historical patterns that prevailed in 
this region for thousands of years — coexistence among many 
different ethnic, religious and national groups that lived in peace 
under the aegis of a single dominant culture. That dominant 
culture has changed in foe last five thousand years, and has 
included Pharaonic, Mesopotamian, Assyrian, Persian, Greco- 
Roman, Byzantine, Ottoman, and, most recently, Arab-Islamic 
cultures. 

The peace process is not a magic key that will instantly unlock 
the secret chamber of our desires and rights. It is a slow, tedious, 
demanding, and painstaking struggle against Western imperial- 
Zionist forces that have largely dominated and subjugated us for 
most of this century. The process has achieved four things in the 
last yean a) it has dearly confirmed what we always knew, that 
the Palestinian people must be granted their national and legal 


woold-be sente* realise that they have no fawre m 
Arab lands and therefore the movement of Jews to the rerae- 
ments has slowed to a trickle (never mind, for t nomCTt.hw 
settlement buildings still being bmlt - for they °* r 

to Pa les tinian s as part of the final peace settlement). 

There is little hope that foe United States will md 

impose a settlement that is fair to the Arabs — 
findrtqmte fantastic that people around here 
greater American involvement. The Amencan 
fa to remove the Arab-Israel conflict as a destabilisang fonx ; in the 

region. That can only be done by a fair 

both sides. And that in turn can only be achieved by tbc 
negotiating parties themselves. The U.S. and others can oelp^as 
they are doing. But only time, and the diligence of the negotiators 
themselves, can achieve results. The process will take many years 
— remember, the Vietnam, Namibia, Cambodia, Cyprus, and 
other complex negotiations went on for over a decade in some 
cases before they bore fruit. Our time frame should be similarly 


rights and their own place at foe negotiating table, b) it has 
helped bring on a more flexible government in Israel, c) it has 


Weare in the very early stages of a long process thatcan only 
succeed if it starts with a protracted episode of psychological 
detente. This is the first phase that we are now passing through. 
The substantive negotiations have not failed, because they have 
not even started. They will probably start early next year, when 
the psychological sparring and political probing are completed, 
the U.S. presidential elections are over, and both sides are rudely 
reminded that very few people around the world care if Arabs and 
Israelis go on killing each other, for the Middle East is no longer 
strategically important (other than for its oil reserves, which are 
now unofficially part of the U.S. strategic petroleum reserve, 
complete with uniformed U.S. government guards and all). 

If this is depressing for Arabs to hear, it should be even more 
■depressing for Israelis. The long-term historical forces at play in 
the region are a gainst Israel’s interests. We should not be 
depressed by the news of this month alone, for since when does 
tins region measure its status in terms of weeks and months? The 
long-term prognosis can only be better lb an today's imbalanced 
-power equation. The Israelis know that, but don’t like to talk 
about it. 

That’s why our most important imperative today is to remain 
steadfast in foe peace talks, and to continue working to achieve 
the results we sought when we first entered into foe talks nearly a 
year ago. A historical battle fa not settled in one year. It takes a 
year just to rally the troops, assemble the armory, and identify the 
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forced Israel and the Arabs alike to stop demanfong maximalist 
objectives and instead to focus-on the hard work of what fa 
required to achieve real peace, and d) it has effectively started the 
process of Israeli decolonisation of the occupied territories, as 


real enemy. The political battle is almost ready to start. We would 
look pretty silly if we pulled out now, and allowed ourselves to be 
beaten by our own intemperate haste, political uncertainties, and 
emotional fears, even before the real confrontation got underway. 


1992 Rami Khouri 
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CROWN 
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‘Panorama of crime’ unveiled j Syria reaffirms its demand 


(Continued fam page 1) 

Mafraq, provided a due to the 
identity of the suspects — a fami- 
ly which lives at Tawahin A1 
Adwan between Zarqa and 
Jerash •— but the name cannot be 
published under law. 

According to Gen. Fheid, in- 
vestigators reached the gang after 
sifting through certain 
“trademarks, styles and modus 
operandi ” in dozens of crimes 
committed in the past three 
yean. - 

Gen. Fheid (fid not say when 
the group was arrested bat 
affirmed that intensive investiga- 
tions into the cases were con- 
ducted in the past 10 weeks. 

Police reported in Jane die 
arrest of several people from the 
group near Zarqa after a high- 
speed land and air chase involv- 
ing helicopters and a shootout 
and pitched battle in which sever- 
al police officers were injured. It 
was not immediately clear 
whether all the gang members 
were arrested at the time or some 
of them were caught later on. 

Charges levelled against the 
group in a total of 230 cases , 
include premeditated murder, 
murder, conspiracy to murder, 
kidnapping (no detail of this 
charge was immediately avail- 
able), armed robbery, possession 
of weapons, forgery and use of 
forged documents and attack of 
pob'ce officers — enough and 
more for the accused to be sent- 
enced to 'death if not several life 
terms in prison if convicted. 

Gen. Fheia said the Ang. 28 
murder of a family in Zarqa was 
cracked open in '‘record tune” 
and investigations to the case also 
led to solving a 1976 murder case. 
He did not give details. 

' Similarly two other murder 
cases were solved with all sus- 
pects except one under custody. 

Asked to comment on wide- 
spread “rumours” that arrests 
had been made of suspected 
assailants of the Karam family in 
Jabal Hussein in April this year 
and that the Iraqi government 
was not cooperating with Jordan 
on investigations related to the 
case, Gen. Fheid said: “I can 
categorically state drat the second 
part of the rumours is not true at 
all.” 

“As to the first part (arrests), 
all I can teD you is that ‘maybe 
yes, maybe no’,” he said. “Our 
investigations are moving in the 
right direction.” 

The “rumours” say that the 
multiple slayings came in revenge 


for Hie . “betrayal” by Karam 
family members who, the' 
assailants believed, bad informed 
on Palestinian “collaborators” , 
with Iraqis in. Kuwait during the 
Gulf crisis. 

The -“informatiou” .was 
allegedly given to Kuwaitis after 
the tibercoou of tire emirate hi 
February last year and led to the 
torture and lriffing of Palestinians 
by aimed Kuwaiti gangs, accord- 
ing to the “rumours.” Evidence 

— writings on the wall, literally 

— at the scene of' the Jabal 
Hussein kfflmg contributed to this 
theory, sources have said. 

Gen. Fheid confirmed that 
.police patrolling of Amman 
streets bad been stepped in recent 
weeks, but. said there was no 
specific reason that prompted it 
except as a routine measure. 

“As the events of last week 
proved (when hundreds of people 
opened fire in the air to celebrate 
the return home of His Majesty 
King Hussein), everyone in tins 
country seems to possess a gun,” 
Gen. Fheid said. “We would like 
to know bow many of them are 
licensed and ask those who own 
unlicensed guns to register , 
them.” 

“We are not going to punish 1 
(those with unlicensed 
weapons)," he added. 

“Similarly we also find that 
there are many stolen vehicles on 
the road and we would like to 
check that,” he said. 

On the general security situa- 
tion and in an apparent reference 
to recent cases, Gen. Fheid said: : 
“Democracy is not simply the 
freedoms that go with it. It has 
certain responsibilities and pro- 
tecting national security is one of 
them.” 

“We have been patient for a 
very long time ana when some i 
people crossed the red mark we . 
could not take it any longer.” 


Somalia 

(Continued from page 1) 

Somalia plunged into anarchy 
20 months ago after Gen. Ahteed- 
and Mr. AH Mahdi helped oust 
dictator Mohammad Siad Bane 
and then turned on each other in 
clan-based bloodletting. 

A 500-strong U.N. force is in 
Mogadishu to guard relief con- 
voys and aid workers. Plans to 
deploy a further 3,000 have been 
bitterly opposed by Gen. Aideed. 


(Condoned from page 1) 

.The possibility prompted 1 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said a peace treaty 
between Israel rad Syria would 
not c om pro mi se the Palestinians* 
push for independence. 

“We cannot prevent anyone 
from making peace with the 
others,* Mr. Arafat told the 
Associated Press last week in 
Tunis. “But it will not solve the 
problem or make stability in the 
area.” . 

Dr. Baz’s comments followed a 
meeting with Palestinian officials 
who accompanied Mr. Arafat on 
a weekend visit to Cairo. Mr. 
Arafat met with Mr. Mubarak 
Sunday to discuss the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Rabin said Monday peace 
between Israel and Syria was in 
the hands of Syrian leader Hafez 
A1 Assad. 

Mr. Rabin told Israel Radio 
Syria had to agree to talks at the 
highest level but said an imnri- 
nent summit with the Syrian pres- 
ident was unlikely. 

“With Syria, I don’t believe 
we’ll reach a solution without the 


involvement of the highest poli- 
tical echelons. Without this... I 
do not see how it can be made 
dear to t be Israeli public and the 
. Syrian public that Assad wants 
peace,” be said. 

“The key is in tire hands of the 
Syrians, because Israel was never 
opposed to contacts at the highest 
political levels." 

Asked if he planned to meet 
with the Syrian leader in the 
coming months, Mr. Rabin said: 
“I can’t say at this moment, based 
on what I know, that this is a 
realistic possfinlity.” 

Mr. Rabin said Mr. Al Sharaa’s 
statement in New York last week 
expressing his government's 
readiness “for total peace, for 
total withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Arab territories” was ambi- 
guous. 

“In the expression total peace 
for total withdrawal there is no 
certainty that it doesn’t refer to 
the whole of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

“In other words in this defini- 
tion they include the talks with 
the Jordanian-Palestixuan delega- 
tion and for this reason there is a 
danger of linkage,” Mr. Rabin 
told Israel Radio. 


UAE wants Iran to leave islands 


(Continued from page D 

draw from the Tunbs, one of the. 
last remaining imperial legacies 
of the ousted Shah, they added. 

Iran had so far insisted that 
Abu Musa was the only item on 
the table and played down the 
dispute. 

But if the talks failed to make 
headway, die UAE would raise 
the issue at the U.N. when its 
foreign munster maites his annual 
address to tire General Assembly 
on SepL 30, they added. 

A commentary in Arabic on 
Tehran Radio before the talks 
started stressed that the talks 
. were about Abu Musa. 

Apparently appealing to the 
UAE not to rase the Tunbs 
issue, it said tarfrlmg the (fispute 
in direct talks between tire two 
countries that “confined the 
problem within its original 
fimits,” would “help ease fears 
and cool artificial crises." 

Tehran, which has long ac- 
cused Washington of mischief- 
malring and trying to isolate it in 
the Gulf, says the dispute was 
fanned by the United States and 
its Western allies' in a bid to 


Hungarian hero helped kill 
last tsar, Austrian says 


maintain their military presence 
in the region. 

The UAE submitted its case on 
the three islands in a 1980 
memorandum to the U.N. and 
would seek to rally world opinion 
behind it in the face of what it 
sees as Iran’s strong-arm tactics in 
Abu Musa, the sources said. 

The conflict erupted six months 
ago when Iran expelled a few 
dozen foreigners who operated 
essential services for the UAE 
gove r n m ent, effectively forcing 
many islanders to move to the 
mainland for lack of health, edu- 
cational and other services. 

Iraq rebels 

(Cautioned from page 1) 

Mnthana, 130 kilometres 
northwest of Baghdad, is the 
A»fignat«l site for the delicate 
ta«k of neutralising Iraq's stock- 
pile of chemical weapons under 
the Gulf war ceasefire. 

The two sites inspected Mon- 
day are among the spots where 
Iraq is known to have stored the 
weapons in the past. 


By Jonathan Lynn 

Reuter 

VIENNA — A new biography of 
Russia’s last tsar. Nicholas II, 
says one of his communist 
murderers was the hero of Hun- 
gary's 1956 anti-Soviet uprising. 
Imre Nagy. 

If the claim in the book — 
written by Austrian historian Eli- 
sabeth Heresch and published on 
Sept. 9 — is tnie, it would be one 
of the bitterest ironies of 20th 
century history. 

Nicholas, who abdicated in 
1917. was shot with his wife, 
children and attendants by their 
Bolshevik captors in July 1918 in 
the Ipatiev villa in Ekaterinburg 
as anti-revolutionary white Rus- 
sian troops approached the city. 

Imre Nagy, a senior communist 
in Hungary, led a reform-minded 
government after Stalin’s death. 

He was toppled by conserva- 
tive forces, but during the abor- 
tive 1956 anti-Soviet uprising 
again led a multi-party govern- 
ment which tried to withdraw 
from the Warsaw Pact. 

Nagy was eventually kidnap- 
ped by pro-Soviet forces, taken to 
Romania, tried secretly, and ex- 
ecuted in 1958. 

For many Hungarians be re- 
mained a symbol of resistance to 
Soviet and communist power. ' 

His reburial in a hero's grave 
on June 16, 1989, the anniversary 
of his execution, was a major 
turning point in Hungary's transi- 
‘tion to pluralist democracy from 
communism. 

But the name Imre Nagy 
appears on a Cheka security 
police list reproduced by Heresch 
of JI names of those participating 
in the “special commando” of the 
first Kamishlov regiment in the 
Ipatiev villa on July 18. 1918. 

Ms. Heresch said it contained 
several non-Russian names be- 
cause some Russians had been 
unwilling to fire on the imperial 
family. 

The Bolsheviks had therefore 
chosen some prisoners of war 
from Austria-Hungary, who had 
become communists and joined 
the Red Army, to take part in the 
execution squad. 

Nagy is a common Hungarian 
surname and Imre is also a fre- 
quent forename. 

but Ms. Heresch is sure it is the 


Hungarian hero. 

“I checked in his biography 
where he was at the time,” she 
told Reuters after a presentation 
of the book a day before publica- 
tion. ' 

Ms. Heresch said Nagy was 
born in 1898, became a Russian 
prisoner of war in World War I, 
then became a communist and 
joined the Red Army. 

In July 1918 he was stationed 
with the first Kamishlov regiment 
in Ekaterinburg, she said. 

For Ms. Hersech, the real vil- 
lain of the piece is Germany's last 
kaiser, Wuhelrn.il. The kaiser, 
fearful of Russia's growing eco- 


nomic and political power, tried 
to influence Nicholas from his 
accession in 1894.' 

Later, during World War I, 
when Germany and Russia were 
on opposing sides, he tried to 
destabilise Russia. 

The German decision to send 
Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin 
to Russia in a sealed train in 1917 
to help bring down the provision- 
al government, still fighting the 
war, is well known. 

But Ms. Heresch documents 
how the kaiser’s government pro- 
vided the Bolsheviks with at least 
100 million gold marks — one 
billion marks ($712.5 million) in 


today's money. 

She also argues that Wilhelm was 
indirectly responsible for the 
tsar's murder. 

The Germans put pressure on 
the Bolsheviks to bring the tsar 
back to Moscow, because Berlin 
felt Lenin's position was weaken- 
ing and, jn the event of a restora- 
tion of the monarchy, wanted 
Nicholas's signature on the treaty 
of Brest-Litovsk which had ended 
the war between Germany and 
Russia. 

This pressure prompted the 
Bolsheviks, with Lenin's agree- 
ment, to kill the imperial family, 
she said. 



Nicholas and Alexandra Romanov surrounded by their chfhtr ea 
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If there's a finer 
place to raise 
livestock- 
I'd like to see it!” 


Ms. Tess Mall os 

Food Authority, Australia 

Mile upon mile of shades of beautiful green velvet 
sparkle in the light rainfall and gentle sunshine of 
Australia. This is the ideal place to raise and graze 
prime sheep and cattle. The Australian meat and lives- 
tock industry employs the strictest hygiene and veteri- 
nary controls, to ensure that the meat and livestock 
reach the consumer in the best possible condition. 
Australians like Arabs, are traditional sheepmeat eat- 
ers and Australia has a long-term commitment to the 
Middle East. Moreover, all meat exports to the Middle 
East are certified by registered and approved Islamic 
organizations ensuring stringent adherence, to Halal 
slaughter. These are the reasons which have led 82 
nations and food authorities around the world to con- 
tinue to import Australian meat, making Australia the 
biggest and the leading supplier of fresh, lean and 
wholesome meat to the world. 
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Australian 

Finest Quality Meat 

Australian Meat & Livestock Corporation 
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Inter draws with Fiorenttna 


ROME ( AP) — Sergio Battistmi 
scored on a header with three 
minutes remaining Sunday, giv- 
ing Intemaaonale a 2-2 draw 
with Fiorentina and nuUjfynig a 
two-goal performance by Gabriel 
Batistuta in the Italian Krst- 
Etiviston. 

-Batistuta twice gave Fiorentina 
the lead, the last time with six 
minutes remaining. But inter ral- 
lied both times, moving it into a 
tie for third place with Juventus, 
Sampdona and Fiorentina with 
2 - 1-1 record and five points. 

Elsewhere, torrential rain at 
Genoa postponed the match be- 
tween league leader AC Milan 
and Sampdona. It was to resche- 
duled for a later date. 

In other games, Torino and’ 
Pescara drew 2-2; Juventus and 
As Roma drew 1-1; Atalanta beat 
Cagliari 2-1; Foggia beat Udinese 
1-0; Ancona and Napoli drew 1-1; 
Parma beat Brescia 2-0; and 
Lazio and Genoa drew 1-1. 

At Genoa, the rain not only 
saturated the field to prevent the 
opening kickoff, it also flooded 
■ the locker rooms. 

At San Siro stadium in Milan, 
after a scoreless first half, Batis? 
tnta gave Fiorentina its first lead 
in the Slst minute and kept it for 
nearly a half hour before Russian 
playmaker Igor Sbalimov scored 
in die 80th minute. 

Danish striker Brian Laudrop 
set up Batistuta with a cross in the 
84th minute, and the Argentine 
beat goalkeeper Walter Zenga 
with a diagonal shot for his fourth 
goal in as mahy games. 

About 20 people were injured 
before game time when rival 
groups of fans rocks, cans and 
other debris and set a small car on 
fire outside Juventus’ s ta d ium . 
Two young Rome residents were 
hospitalised with bone fractures, 
the news agency ANSA said. The 
two were hurt when they fell 
trying to scale the stadinm gates. 

Juventus took the lead in die 16 
minute when midfielder Andreas 
Moller scored off a pass horn 
defender Moreno Torricelli. 
Rome tied it four minutes later 
when Brazilian defender Akfair 
headed in a corner. 

Juventus manager Giovanni 
Trapattoni added strikers Pier- 
luigi Casiraghi and Fabrizio 
Ravanelli to join national team . 
striker Gtanluca VialH in the. 
second half, but the trio still 
couldn’t generate a second goal. 

.Roma had the best chance to 
break the deadlock in the 41th 
minute when reserve striker 
Roberto Muzzi broke 40 metres 
on his own, but tired and had his 

-- ■ : 


shot cleared off the fine. 

At Rome's Olympic stadium, 
Mkfade Padovano scored on a- 
header wife 11 minutes remaining 
to earn Genoa the draw. Lazio 
took the lead in the 58th minute 
on a header by defender Angelo 
Gregucd. 

' English midfielder Paul Gas- 
coigne finally made his long- 
awaited- debut for Lazio, and 
while playing decently, was dear- 
ly not fatty fit and fell short of fee 
fans’ expectations. 

Gascoigne, who had not played 
in a competitive game since tear-, 
ing knee ligaments in the 1991 
English FA Cup Final and trans- 
ferring from Tottenham, was hit 
on the knee in the first half and 
<fid not start the second. Team 
doctors said he did not rein jure 
the knee. 

At Pescara, Michele Padovano 
scored two goals in four minutes, 
the second coming three minutes 
into injury time, rallying Pescara 
to fee draw. Belgian striker Vin- 
cenzo Scfib and Brazilian Carlos 
Aguilera gave Tororri a lead with 
goals in the 14th and 39th mi- 
nutes. 


At Ancona, Hungari an strik er 
Lajos Detari beat two defenders- 
and shot diagonally in the 60th 
minute, giving Ancona the tie 
and its first point in the first 
division. Uruguayan striker 
Daniel Fonseca put Napoli ahead 
in the fifth minute. 

At Parma, Marco Osio scored 
in fee 24th minute and substitute 
Stefano Cuoghi added another in 
the 41st to lead Parma. Brescia 
was shutout for the fluid time tins 
season, and su ffe r ed its first loss. 

At Bergamo, Maarmo Ganz 
and Roberto Bordin scored 12 
minutes apart to stake Atalanta. 
to a 24) lead. Ganz scored in the 
56th and Bordin in the 68 th be- 
fore Uruguayan striker Enzo 
Francescoh brought Cagliari 
within one in the 86 th. 


At Udinese, Romanian defen- 
der Dan Petrescu scored wife 
three minutes r em ai n ing to lift 
Foggia to its first victory of fee 
season- Despite the victory, Fog-. 
£ja remained in next-fo-last play, 
just ahead of winless Ancona. 

In Spanish soccer two-time de- 
fending league champion F.G. 
Barcelona smothered Burgos 
Sunday 4-1, keeping fee Euro- 
pean Cup champions in second 
place in the Spanish first division 
jnsLa notch behind surprising 
league-leader Deportivo La 


ConifUL 

Barcelona raced off to a 34) 
lead in fee early moments of the 
first half. Aitor Begoiristain 
scored in fee 3rd minute, Danish 
forward Michael Laudrop made it 

2- 0 in die 12th minute, and Jose 
Maria Bakexo pushed it to 341 
with a goal in the 21 st minute. 

Burgos dosed to 3-1 on a 
penalty by Romanian Gavrfl in 
the find minutes of the first half, 
but Bulgarian striker Hristo 
Stokhkov made it 4-1 on a goal in 
file 53rd minute. 

Stoidhkov and Croat Davor 
Suker of Seville top fee 20-team 
'first division with five goals. 

Deportivo La Conma won 2-0 
Saturday at Real Sodedad to 
become the only dub in fee First 
Diviskm to daim victories each of 
its first four games tins season. 
Barcelona has three victories and 
one draw. 

Cadiz took a 1-0 lead in the 
48th minute on a goal by Moises 
“arteaga” Garda, but Atietico 
Madrid tied the game in the 66 th 
minute on a header by Manolo 
Sanchez off a corner kick from 
Paulo Futre. It was Sanchez’s first 
goal of the season after leading 
the league last year with 27. 

Atietico’s Juan Francisco Rod- 
riguez was expelled in the 77th 
minute with his second yellow 
card, but Cadiz failed to capital- 
ise on the advantage. 

Gregorio Fonseca pot Espanol 
ahead in injury time in the first 
half, but Oviedo’s Carlos Munoz 
tied the game 1-1 early in the 
second half. Croat Janko Jank- 
ovic gave Oviedo a lead 2-1 in the 
55th minute, but Javier Escakfa 
salvaged a tie for Espanol wife an 
85tb-mmute goaL 
‘ Celta defeated Athletic Bilbao 
1-0 on a penalty late in the first 
half by Yugoslav Vladimir 
Gndelj. 

Rayo VaDecano and Zaragoza 
played to a scoreless draw in 
Madrid. 

Oscar Tim and Ivan 

Iglcsias Corteguera scored to give 
Sporting Gijan a 2-0 win over 
Tenerife. 

Xn games Saturday: Real Mad- 
rid won at home over Albaoete-j 

3- 0; Valencia played to a 2-2 draw 
at Osasuna; Deportivo La Cor- 
nua won at Real Sodedad 24); 
Sevilla won at home qp«n«t Log- 
roues 3-0. 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


FIFA official Neuberger dies 


-FRANKFURT (R) — German Hermann Neuberger, a vice- 
president of soccer’s world governing body FIFA for fee last 18 
'years and a leading figure in the organisation of the World Cup, 

- died Sunday aged 72. The German Soccer Federation (DFB) said 
Neuberger. who was also president of the DFB, had been 
"suffering from an incurable disease and feed in hospital. Neuber- 
ger was the chief organiser of the 1974 World Cup, held in 
Germany, and headed the organiring c o mmi ttees for the 1978, 
1982. 1986 and 1990 events. He was also chairman of fee 
committee for the next World Cup, in the United States in 1992. 
'German World Cup captain Lothar Mafeaeus said: “German 
football has lost its most im po r tant mam He lived for the game? 
land gave it everything.” 


Horse race scandal leads to two suicides 


SEOUL (AP) — Two horse trainers killed themselves in three 
days after prosecutors began investigating their alleged roles in a 
major horse race fixing scandal, police said. Police said Lee 


Bong-Rai, 41, died Monday, apparently after jumping from the 
roof of an 11 -storey apartment buddings- News reports said. 


however, feat members of his family rejected fee police account, 
arguing that be bad left no suicide note and never bad indicated 
an intention to commit suicide. Another trainer, Choi Jung- 
Hong, 51, killed himself last Saturday by «hwbmg tus wrists and 
hanging himself. A note left by Choi said he took his life to keep 
the scandal from further stirring social controversy. Prosecutors 
allege that horse trainers, jockeys and racing brokers have 
systematically conspired to fix races and tip off major gamblers in 
return for huge kickbacks. No figure has been given for fee total 
amount of kickbacks involved, but payments amounted to 25,000 
1 to 30,000 in each of several cases cited -by prosecutors. 


Australian wins Tour of Ireland 


DUBLIN (AP) 7 — Australian Ptnl Anderson won the five-day 
Tour of Ireland cycle race Sunday even though the final stage 
from Naas to Dublin went to Dutchman Louis De K onmg. De 
Koning outsprinted countryman Add Van DerFoel in the final 
circuit in central Dublin but Anderson knew by then the was 
bis. A breakaway group went dear wife six Urns left but none 
posed a threat to Anderson's overall lead. Mexican Raul Alcala 
placed second overall, seven seconds behind tbe Australian, while 
Andrei Tchmil finished Third. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
01992 litem Mads Santas, ht 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*65 ?A82 0204 4AKJ954 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 10 14 

0 

What action do you take? 

QJ2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

46 <TJ83 0K82 4KQ6542 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 


♦Void 7KQJ10902 0K1083 
#63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

14 3** 7 

• — Preemptive 
What action do you take? 


QJ3 — Neither vulnerable, as Sooth 
you bold* 

.46 7983 v 1084 4AQJB52 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
; no trump. What do you respond? 


Q.5 — Afl South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AK873 9954 0AQ9 *K8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North But South West 
1 * Pise ,14 Pass 

2 # 

What do' you bid now? 


■» Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
* - 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KQJ10754 VK6 OKS 486 
After two passes, what is your open- 
ing bid? 


Italian wins 
Cyprus Rally 


N100SIA '(AP) — Italian Ales- 
sandro Fiorio, driving an Astra-m 
Giesse ' team 'Lancia Integrafef] 
16V, won the Cyprus Rally Sun- 
day wife a maigm of 4 minutes 32 
seconds over second-place Dimi 
Mavropoulos of Cyprus. 

“It was a very hard event,” 
Fiorio told reporters after clin- 
ching his victory at the end of fee 
120-mile (194-km) final stage, 
which ended in the capital Nico- 
sia. 

Mavropoulos, die 1990 winner, 
was 1 minute 42 seconds ahead of 
third-placed Marian Bubiewiczof 
Poland. Both were driving Ford 
Sierra Cosworth 4X4s. 

Fourth-placed Andreas 
Tsoukrftas in a Lancia Integrate 
came farther bade at 3 minutes 50 
seconds behind Bubtewicz. 

Some 94 cr e ws from seven' 
countries participated in the final 
coefficient 20 round of fee Euro- 


pean 


Prost to return to 
Williams-Renault team 


ESTORIL, Portngal (R) — Ayr- 
ton Senna flew bone to Brazil to 
consider.his future Monday after 
a double disappointment at the 
Portuguese Grand Prix where be 
lost out both on and off tbe track. 

Senna, world champion three 
times, finished third behind Nigel 
Mansell and his own McLaren 
team mate Gerhard Berger after 
being farced to make four pit- 
stops for tyres. 

But he was more upset about 
Alain Prostis appointment as top 
Williams driver next season, and, 
in an o utburst which has rekin- 
dled the fierce anim o si ty between 
them, he accused the Frenchman 
of bring a coward. 

He claimed Prost had vetoed 
both Mansell and hhnself from 
driving for world constructors’* 
champi o ns Williams next season 
in a move which could devalue 

the driver’s flwmpinndiip . 


Mansell, whose Portuguese vic- 
tory was a record ninth this sea- 
son, .eclipsing Senna's previous 
mark of eight wins, has already 
quit Formula One to drive in the 
American Indy Car series after 
faffing to negotiate a new contract 
wife Williams. 

Senna said: “I think if Prost, 
who is already a three-times 


world champion, wants to be 
called the sole champion . and 
maybe win another cham- 
pionship, be should be spotting. 

"The way be is. doing it, he is 
behaving like a coward. - 

"If he wants to be sporting, he 
must be. pr ep ar ed to race any- 
body, trader any conditions, on 
equal terms. And now tbe way he 
wants to win championship, ev- 
erything has been laid out to him 
before the start. 

"It is tike going for a 100 
metres s pri nt and you are allowed 
to have r unning shoes — White 
everyone else has to use lead 
shoes. That is tbe way he wants to 
race. It is not racing. And it is bad 
for aQ of os." 

Tbe Williams, whose superior- 
ity over all other Formula One 
cars secured Mansell his first 
world tide last month wife fonr 
races left, are already favourites 
for next season. 

Prost sat out this season after 
being sacked by Ferrari and fail- 
ing to secure a drive in a competi- 
tive car. He is believed to nave 
been forced on Williams by their 
French engine manufacturers Re-' 
nault. 

Senna accused Prost of bring- 
ing bade the politics which mar- 
red their fierce battles for the 


1989 and 1990 championships. 

“We had two fantastic World 
Championships last year and lb is 
year.J\nd we had two very bad 
ones in 1989 and 1990" he said. 

"They were a consequence of 
unbelievable politics going on 
and bad behtinonr by spine peo- 
ple. I think now we are coming 
back to. the same situation 
again." 

Prost, whose confirmation with 
Williams for 1993 was announced 
Sunday, cont end ed himself fly 
saying he regretted Soma’s com- 
ments. 

“We have had al this in the 
past. He wants to manipulate 
everyone and to have his own 
way. He has done it before and 
he now wants to do it ag a i n 

“I am sure now we will f 
each other on the track again next 
year and it will be very important 
for the international federation to 
be strong,” said Prost. 

Bnt their confro n tation may be 
delayed for a year. 

It was being rumoured .in 
Estoril that Senna would take a 
sabbatical rather than stay with 
McLaren next year. The team are 
to lose their Honda engines and 
face a rebnflding year in 


Confident U.S. team 
head for Davis Cup finals 


MINNEAPOLIS (R) — Tbe star- 
studded U.S. tennis team are 
convinced nothing can stop them 
winning this year’s Davis Cup 
final in December after rtwir de- 
cisive 4-1 semifinal victory over 
Sweden. 

The American ‘dream team’ of 
French and Australian Optra 
champion Jim Courier, Wimble- 
don champion Andre Agassi, 
world number three Pete Sam- 
pras and Wimbledon doubles 
champion John McEnroe all 
oozed confidence .as they looked 
ahead to a final showdown with 
Switzerland. 


*We can beat them on any 
surface,* said McEnroe, who 
teamed up wife Sampras for tbe 
first time to- post .an 
five-set win oyer . tbe 1 
doubles pairing of Edberg and : 
Anders Jarryd which ensured an 
unbeatable' 3-0 tend S Jh ri daj . 

"This is tiie first time Switzer- 
land have been in the final* and it 
will mean a lot to them but I 
that we’ll win 5-0,” 
added. 

Tbe U.S. squad certainly 
earned the respect of E db cx g , 
who ac knowle dged Switzerland 
faced a daunting task in the final 
in Fort Worth, Texas. 

“They have the best team on 
paper, there is no doubt about) 
that,” said the U.S. Open cham- 
pion, narrowly defeated in the 
gassi and in the dou- 
bles by McEnroe and Sampras. 

“It will be difficult for any team 
to beat them, but it is not an 
impossible mission,” Edbcrg 
said. 

Switzerland, surprise winners 
over cup holders France, defe- 
ated Brazil in the other semifinal 



Andre Agasi 

to re a ch their first Davis Cup 
final, com pare d wife the Amer- 
icans’ 30th. 

But they have not enco unte red 
any team with the firepo w er that 
the U.S. combination posses. 

“There is a very, very strong 
possibility you wffi see the same 
four guys in the final," said U.S. 
captain Tom Gorman. 

"This team is special. I can’t 
imagine a better chemistry among 
better players,” Gorman gushed 
as be contemplated hn thud suc- 
cessive trip to the finals in his 
seventh year as captain. 

If one of Gorman’s stars is 
forced to pull out before the final, 
he could call up U.S. open semi- 
finalist and former French Open 


winner Michael Chang . 

“What does that tell yoa about 
the strength of American temris 
when tbe fourth-ranked player in 
the world is not selected for the 
team?” asked Gorman. 

Agassi agreed. “Every match is 


in our favour. That’s what having 
1 world 


tiie best players in tbe 
means,” he said. 

But Courier sounded one note 
of caution, admitting he had re- 
spect for Olympic champion Ros- 
set who beat him in Barcelona. 

"Roaset seems to play a lot 
better for his country than he 
does for himself,” said Courier,' 
who began tbe American victory 
run by rallying from a set down to 
beat Nicklas KuM Friday night. 
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WAS NEVER ONE TO SIT HOME BV HIMSELF ON A SATURDAY NIGHT- 
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SOKE. iX 
KNOW I’M 
EARNING 
BIG DOUGH 
NOW BUT- 


WELL, WE dAN USE 
A MAID AROUND 
HERE! THE AfiQicyj 
iS SENDING ONE 
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Ba anchors African team 
to World Cup triumph 


HAVANA (R) — ISpm'i Sun- 
day Ba anchored fee African 
men’s 4x400 metres team to a 
t riump hant victory Sunday as 
Africa won tbe Athletics World 
Cup for tbe first time. 

A scorching second leg by 
Zambia's world 400 bnrdles 
champion Samuel Matete gave 
the Africans a lead they were 
never to relinquish in the final 
event of the three-day eight-team 
competition. 

Ba, who won the individual 400 
Saturday everting, strode con- 
fidently down the final straight 
and waved tiie baton proudly in 
jthp- air as he crossed fee finish 
line. 

The women’s event went to fee 
CIS, c o mpeting for the last time 
as a unifi ed team but here, too, 
there was plenty to delight the 
Africans wife a 10,000-3,000 dou- 
ble for Ethiopia’s Olympic 10,000 
cha mp ion Derartu Tolu. 

Individual hi ghligh ts Sunday 
included Tula’s win in tiie 3,000, 
another title for Czechoslovakia’s 
Olympic javelin champion Jan 
Zelezny and a splendid exhibition 
of high hurdling by Britain’s Col- 
in Jackson. 

Jackson, who finished only 
seventh in tbe Olympic final, 
docked 13,07 seconds despite 
toppling the final flight. He is the 


only person to run fester this 

year. , 

But it was tbe 'Africans per- 
formances on a warm, humus 
Cari bbean evening which will lin- 
ger in the memory. 

Watched by Cuban President 
Fidel Castro, Ethiopia’s work! 
10,000 silver medallist Fita 
Bayesa raced away with the 
men’s 5,000. 

Tulu was equally commanding 
in the women’s 3,000 and the 4x4 
relay team never looked like 
being beaten. 

Cuba's Olympic champion 
Maritza Marten won the women’s 
discus for tbe Americas wife a 
throw of 69.30 metres. 

Germany’s like Wyludda, 
second in last year’s Tokyo Worid 
Championships, was second with 
67.90. 

Jearl Miles easily won tbe 
women’s 400 metres for the Un- 
ited States in a time of 50.64 
of Canadian Cbarmaine 
Crooks running for the Americas. 

Conditions were ideal for 
athletics in tife final major meet- 
ing of fee year wife temperatures 
of 30 degrees Celsius. 

Team captain Linford Christie 
kept tbe British in contention 
with second place in the 200 
metres behind Robson Da Silva 
of the Americas. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘Sure that guy has a happy marriage 
— he’s always away from home ' 
promoting his book!” 


hTHAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
lour ordinary words. 


YINSH 




■■ 


CUUY 



ZEE 



DYRAHL 


me 

JL 


PREFIL 


HTTTj 



Let's get out of here quick! 



HCW TO TELL 
WHEN PKACULA & 
WAKING UP AN6RV, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ECGcmn-sm] : 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SHEEP CHICK NATURE AVENUE 
Answer What the doctor asked when the patient came 
In through the window — 

TS THE “PANE"!? 


J - 


10 


THE Daily Crossword by Fran Ragus 


ACROSS 

1 Intense ' 

6 Egyptian god 

12 Trainee 

13 Give gratis 

14 Soane of 


15 Whodunit 


17 Movie 

19 Conway or Raid 

20 Chinese 
dynasty 

23 Brick carriers 

24 La me n ted 

27 Con — (with 

28 Curve 

29 Overcharge 
.30 Gove out 

31 Draft 

32 Nip, ki a way 

33 Wrinkle 

36 Marksman 

37 S p eec h sound 

38 shim 

39 Ltorary device 

40 Grades 

41 Alphabet run 

44 — axmachkia 

45 ReSgioua 

painting . 

48 Garage — 
47Scft. suty. 

48 Unhinged 

49 Ftazzle 
51 Gets 
55 Ustinov 
55 Sound 

57 

58 Mensch 

59 Moslem life 



eiSKTifajnvlMb 
npuRuamd 


DOWN 

1 Gangster of 
Paris 

2 Objeta (fart 
SOverauns 

4 Fork ends ' 

6 Actor Jack— 
.8 Army uniforms 
tor short 
,70km. 
coin 

8 Conforming 
■ 9 REM word 
10 Account entry 


11 Chanpagna 
word 

18 Ancient land 
near the 
Aegean 

18 Stress 

21 Choraographar 
AMn 

22 — Dame 

25 Swift current 

26 Kind 

27 Loses rigidity 

29 Lustrous 

30 Tunes in 

31 Tribes 

32 Taka a — 
(examine 

■ quickly)' ‘ 

33 Words to the 
awfenoe 

3* Bridge expert 

36 Eight )s — “ 

oBotenotte— at 
TV 

40 --to the See- 
(Synge) 


YettBr^i Punfa SoNerfr 
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India urged to speedup reform 



C w rency 



Japanese Yen 


European Currency Unit 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


3.25 

3. IS 

3. 25 

3.7-7 

9.50 

9. IS 

S.6S 

S. 37 

iiiW 

Iftlfli 

Ifijfr 


5.75 

6.66 

6.6S 

6.56 

11.00 

10.25 

9.50 -- 

9.50 

4.2) 

|T ■ 

2.27 

3.75 

13.00 

10.31 

10.25 


BOMBAY (R) — India should 
speed up refrains to revive its 
shackled economy and counter 
die impact of a $1.2 bSlioa stock 
market . scandal, die Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) said in its 
annual report 

**A satisfactory and early res-, 
rotation of fuller confidence in 
the fpn ctkming of hanks and 
financial institutions is vital,** die 
RBI, India’s central bank, said in 
its report for 1991/92 ending 
March. 

Uncovering the stock market 
scandal in late April had served 
to emphasise “die im po r t a nce of 
hastening die pace of reform" 
said the report' - 

The slower-dwiHSXpected re- 
covery from an economic crunch 


last year, when India’s foreign 
exchange reserves dropped to 
cover only two weeks of sports 
and the country teetered on the 
ettae of defanttmg on its $74 
Muon foreign debt forced the 
RBI to scale bade projected 
growth.. 

It said real gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) for 1992/93 would be 
3.5 per cent, revised do w nwards 
from the four to 4.5 per cent 
forecast made in February. 

The report said the economy, 
hurt by severe austerity measures 
following die impact of the Gulf 
war and . the break-up of tbe 
Soviet Union, grew by under 2.0 
per cent in real GDP terms in 
1991/9Z. 

India dealt with its severe ba- 


1 VS. Oaten. I JOfUJOflor ujuiwluw. 

26/9/92 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

Cold 

349.70 

6.60 

Saver 


man jhuk-kui axnm 6 ln/umun 1 

131.602 

3.140 ; 

MM BJklKXBG OaWmaZOK/JRnDJUl 

30,393 

2.550 ; 

mmom mm nn 

160,673 

(.110 < 

Jmuui aamnr ■> rmmjanx 

17,376, 

3.970 J 


>7,071 

1.300 

max. nxus pwwmngff 

263,633 

2.190 i 

nzXOUL MDSfOLZO 000X009 

306,776 

3.390 

amarn sms 

171, ISO 

2.060 



1,663 17.SOO 17.300 27.600 
6,602 16.800 16.600 H-BOO. 

123,6X0 119.000 1X9.000 m. 500 
21. ME 2.160 2.850 2.900 



Greek Drachma 


Cypriot Pound 


Financial Marine 
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41.544 

14.318 
8,660 

374,314 

69.318 
37,653 
18,110 

7,670 
4,968 
~ 4,84br 

' tf.’Mif 

143,935 


27,640 
3.280 
3,500 
3,743 
22,489 
1,370 
2,174 
22,893 
62,980 
32,402 
443 


6.800 

9.840 

21.860 

S.100 

8.200 

3.560 

11.7SD 

8,920 

0.720 

"* a.ostt. 

" 4.600 

'Tjk' 

0.840 


4.800 

12.900 

3.600 

3.650 

1.880 

1.100 

2.970 

6.390 

3.900 

1.300 


23.650 23.650 
6.100 6.020 


13.790 13.350 

5.900 9.900 

0.730 0.700 

2-820 “**2. Bjft) 
4.700 4.76© 


32.800 12.800 
3.500 3.500 


336,842 4.730 4.740 4-700 

439,687 3.700 3.660 2.580 

1,935 33.500 23.500 33.500 

33,338 8.41£ 8.400 


luonace Sector 


Indaftyy Sector 


Services Sector 


IC9.33 


218.69 


■ 198.72 


219.52 




MJUUNN 

- LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and setting rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against die dollar at midsessioa 

on tiie London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One sterling 1.7225/35 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1-2440/45 

Canadian dollar 

1.4630/40 

Deutscfaemarks 

1.6440/60' 

Dutch guilders 

1.2832/42 

Swiss francs 

30.10/14 

Belgian francs 

4.9390/9490 

French- francs 

1228/1231 

Italian lire 

11930/55 

Japanese yen 

5.4700/4900 

Swedish crowns 

5.9050/9250 

Norwegian crowns 

5.6400/600 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold $348.90 

* 


K.I. Caso company 
celebrates its 150th 
anniversary 

WISCONSIN — J.I. Care Company, a leading worldwide 
manufacturer of agricultural and construction equipment as 
established in 1842. It was founded by* Mr. Jerome Increase 
Care who was bom in 1819 and tfied in 1891. 

Tbe co mpa ny’s head quarters are in Racine, Wisconsin — 
USA Case’s business, was and still is Rachine’s largest industry 
and employer. 

. The company has 24,000 employees worldwide and does 
business in more than 150 countries. 


Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema 


Tel: 634144 



* at 6:00 [ 

. Shalnazaii Sinbad play 

A quiet comedy for all members of! 
die family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation Is needed. 

The next show is: 

V (taa* Waq aymeh) ; V 


Nabil & Hisham 
presents 

. * The Political Satire Play 

Welcome— New World Order 

Show, starts at &30 p.m. 


lance of payments crisis last year 

by devafctmg the nmcc byn 22 per 
cent the dollar and intro- 
duced a series of major reforms 
to move away from the 
bureaucratic IndSan-styk social- 
ism of the past four decades and 
towar d s a more market-oriented 
system. 

“In the light of the radical 
reforms in trade and industrial 
policies, it is do donbt reasonable 
to expect a substantial rise in 
export growth,” foe r eport s t ates. 

It said industrial output, bait 
by a sharp slowdown in demand 


and high interest rates, s tagnat ed 
in 1991/92. The report forecast 
industrial growth would recover 
to around 4.0 to 5.0 per cent in 
1992/93. 

But a recovery to the industrial 
growth rates of around 8.0 per 
cent achieved in die 1980s could 
not be expected before 1993/94, it 
said,* 

Despite pressure from indus- 
trialists for cheaper credit, the 
central bant. held oat little pros- 
pect for a cat in interest rates 
‘until the risk of inflation rising 
again was brought under co ntrol 


Kuwait reopens 
Stock exchange 


Bulls are ending 
Pakistan stock slump 


KARACHI (R) — The return of 
foreign investors and institutional 
buying sent Pakistan shares soar- 
ing 13 per cent last week in a leap 
analysts said signalled a turnar- 
ound for the moribund stock 
market. 

“The share market is now 
poised to rise," said Karachi 
Stock Exchange (KSE) President 
Arif Habib. 

The KSE’s 100-share price in- 
dex, which Mt a low of 1,110.78 
on Sept 17, jumped to 1,255.81 
points in tbe trading week that 
ended Thursday. 

Analysts -said the main factors 
were institutional buying and re- 
newed interest among foreign 
buyers, who apparently believe 
Pakistani stocks have bottomed 
out 

Foreign funds account for only 
about five per cent of turnover 
but have a powerful impact on 
local sentiment. “Some fore- 
igners started buying and the 
locals jumped in," one analyst 
sad. 

Foreign buyers pumped $200 
million into P akis tani stocks in 
their first buying spree which 
started in June 1991. when res- 
trictions cm outside participation 
were lifted, Mr. Habib said. 

He could not give a figure for 
the latest purchases. 

SbghatnJlah, deputy governor 
of the state (central) Rank of 
Pakistan, said foreign money was 
pouring in. 

“The sharp rises are proof of 
investor interest," said broker 
Saad Mamar. 

Stocks eased slightly on profit- 


taking Sunday, declining 8.72 
points to 1,247.09 a day before 
settlement day. Dealers said the 
market was likely to resume gains 
this week. 

The reemergence of the bulls 
appears to have ended one of tbe 
market’s longest bearish spells. 

Dealers blamed tbe slump on 
political unrest, doming cotton 
yarn prices, a new tax on financial 
institutions, ‘ the recent floods 
and a liquidity crunch. 

Market capitalisation fell 20.24 
per cent to 174 billion rupees 
(S6.96 billion) on Sept- 17, from 
218.35 billion rupees ($8.73 bil- 
lion) on June 25. 

The KSE index fen 28.7 per 
cent to 1.110.78 on Sept. 17 from 
1,558.07 on June 25, tbe day the 
army began a crackdown on 
Karachi -based militants trigger- 
ing nervousness over pofiticaTsta- 
triOty. 

Analyst Iqbal Ismail said tbe 
market would undergo some 
more corrections but was in a 
position to rise. 

“A very large number of mar- 
ket participants have become 
convinced the market has bot- 
tomed out," Mr. Ismail said. 

“This hysteria is quite likely to 
carry tire index to around 1,400 in 
a very short period. That is a 
figure they can live with, while 
1,100 is not,” be said. 

Stocks made their biggest gams 
this year last Tuesday when inves- 
tors snapped up low-priced textile 
shares, pushing the index op 
51.49 points. Rising cotton yarn 
prices after floods in cotxon-grow^ 
mg Punjab province boosted in- 
terest in textiles. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's stock 
exchange was open for business 
Monday for the first time since 
the Iraqi invasion, but there was 
no onslaught of buyers for shares. 

Volume was well below what it 
was on Aug. 1, 1990, the day 
before Iraq invaded Kuwait and 
declared that the oil-rich emirate 
was an Iraqi province, exchange, 
officials said. 

The exchange reported 44 
transactions in 216-boors of trad- 
ing involving 875,000 shares and a 
turnover of 347,890 dinars ($1-2 
billion). 

• Only four of tbe exchange's 30 
fisted companies saw any trading, 
mostly at pre-invasion levels, and 
of those three declined while only 
one gained. 

Before Iraqi troops stormed 
into the country, precipitating the 
Gulf war, officials said on aver- 
age there were 80 to 100 transac- 
tions every day, representing a 
turnover of between 750,000 and 
one million dinars ($2.6 to $3.4 
million). 

“Volume has been very low. 
People setting now are those who 
are short of cash. Instead of 
selling now, some businessmen 
will wait and then take a profit,” 
Hakeem A1 Fulaij, the bourse’s 
trading supervisor, told Reuters 
on the exchange floor. 

Some of the setters had built 
businesses since Iraq's seven- 
month occupation in 1990-91 and 
were setting shares to reinvest in 
their new businesses, brokers 
said. 

Three were also indications of 
bargain hunting. 

An investor offered 114 fils 
(there are 1,000 fils in a Kuwaiti 
dinar) for shares in the Bank of 
Kuwait and the Middle East 
shares but found no sellers, Mr. 
A1 Fulaij said. Tbe shares last 
traded at 295 fils. 

Economists said investors were 
testing the market and may wait 
before buying stocks at low prices 
with tbe intention of selling them 
later at a p rofit. 

One of tiie three fisted bank 
stocks, the National Bank of 
Kuwait (NBK), dropped by five 
“units" or 50 fils from 810 to 760 
fib in early trading, bonrse offi- 
cials said. 

The 50-fils loss was the 
bourse’s limit for a drop in the 
value of tins stock in a single 


trading day 50 traders could only 
buy or sell the shares for 760 fib 
for the rest of the session. NBK*s 
pre-invasion dosing price was 980 
fib. 

NBK, the sole Kuwaiti com- 
mercial bank so far this year to 
announce a profit, was tire most 
actively traded stock with 27 
transactions involving 385,000 
shares. 

Burgan Bank, which had pre- 
viously dosed at 222 fib. ended at 
156 ftts, down from a starting 
price of 160. Seven transactions 
involving 160,000 shares took 
place. 

One share tipped as a gainer 
actually lost ground. Mobile 
Telephone Systems Co., touted 
as a good buy because of the 
popularity of pagers and cellular 
phones m Kuwait, dosed at 300 
fib, or 15 below its opening. 

A non-Kuwaiti stock, Bahrain 
International Bank, was the 
strongest performer Monday, It 
dosed at 67 fib, up from 57 fib 
when last traded on July 28, 1990, 
Mr. AI Fulaij said. 

Trade and Industry minister 
Abdulla Hassan Jaralla told re- 
porters that the reopening of the 
bourse “is an indication that we 
have full confidence in our eco- 
nomy." 

But economists said tbe weak 
economy and poor company re- 
sults were putting pressure on 
share prices. 

They said they doubted the 
turnover would reach pre- 
invasion teveb of some $3.3 bil- 
lion annually in the coming year 
because tbe economy is struggling 
to recover form the Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

The emirate had to pay out 
about $60 billion to cover allied 
war costs and compensate its own 
citizens for war losses. 

Meanwhile Kuwait* total crude 
output has reached Z.3 million 
barrels per day (b/d) and will 
stand at its pre-invasion OPEC 
quota level of 1.5 million b/d in 
December. 

The official Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) quoted Oil 
Minister Hamoud Al Rqobah as 
telling journalists after his return 
from tins month’s Geneva OPEC 
meeting that the production in-' 
dudes 200,000 b/d from the Neut- 
ral Zone shared with Saudi Ara- 
bia. 


Tunisian, bank losses blamed on computer 


TUNIS (R) — A court in Tunisia 
is considering a unique defence, 
presented by a former bank presi- 
dent accused of fraud — that 
someone deliberately program- 
med his computer to blade out 
foreign exchange deals that pot 
hb books in the red. 

Tawfik Kalai and three of Ins 
staff are accused of deception and 
misappropriation of public funds 
at Banque Tuniso-Qatari dTnves- 
tissements (BTQI) between June’ 
and September last year. 

The chief executive of a com- 
puter company and two of hb 
engineers are charged with de- 
ception and rompbeity. 

The case arises out of losses of 
$42 mttlioD currency dealings by 


BTQI, which is owned by the 
Tunisian and Qatari govern- 
ments. 

Mr. Kalai told the court last 
week he had not known any 
losses were being made because 
the head of hb foreign exchange 
department had arranged for hb 
computer to be programmed so 
he could not keep track of deab 
in progress. 

“Tbe computer on my desk 
screen only dosed positions,” 
Mr. Kalai told tbe court last 
week, referring to a foreign cur- 
rency deal in which a purchase is 
matched try a sale or vice versa. 

Mr. Kahn’s version was con- 
tested by foreign exchange deal- 
ers and computer experts who 


supplied the bank’s computer 
programmes. 

“I merely made an improved 
progr a mme so be could see tbe 
closed positions quickly as he 
requested,” computer engineer 
MDood Ayadi told the court. 
“But he could still see tbe current 
positions." 

The chief of the foreign depart- 
ment, Jamaleddme Touati, said 
Mr. Kalai had authorised him to 
deal in large sums to make up a 
loss from 1990. 

“From May 1991 onwards, 
Kalai gave me the green light for 
currency speculations with large 
amounts, some as much as $50 
minion and $100 milfion,” he 
said. “He wanted to make up for 


the $4 zmDk» loss registered in 
1990.” 

Mr. Touati ’s deputy Moncef 
Deysaid: “In any case, a profit 
and loss account was drawn up 
each week and signed by Kalai-” 

Unused to dealing with tech- 
nological details, the court did 
not react when Mr. Ayadi offered 
to bring in the computer and 
programme to demonstrate hb 
argument 

’The case b being followed 
dosely in Tunisia by bankers an- 
xious to see whether they can be 
held legally responsible for trad- 
ing losses and by computer prog- 
rammers woundering if they can 
be put on trial if their work is 
nrisued. 


Dollar hits record yen low 


LONDON (R) — Tbe dollar fell 
to record lows against the yen 
Monday before making a slight 
recovery, while stock markets fell 
sharply, with London shares los- 
ing some of tbe gains made after 
Britain’s exit from the EC curren- 
cy grid. 

Ireland raised its interest rates 
to defend tbe punt from the 
shockwaves still rocking Euro- 
pean currency markets but 


Sweden cut its sky-high rates, 
saying the crisis was easing. 

A meeting of European Com- 
munity (EC) finance ministers in 
Brussels, catted to prepare for an 
emergency summit, fuelled spe- 
culation that a two-speed route to 
economic and monetary union 
might emerge from the mayhem 
in the EC’s exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM). 

Danish Economy Minister 


VACANT FLAT IN SWEIFIEH FOR RENT 

New flat of 200 square metres in area Three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, salon, dining room, modem and new kitchen and 
.separate central heating. First floor with lift. 

Call tat: 672493 


Anders Fogh Rasmussen said hb 
country wanted to be part of a 
hard core of the ERM even if 
currency fluctuation bands were 

*^*46 meantime, the turbu- 
lence benefited holders of yen, 
“The yen is at the moment the 
alternative currency for people 
who want to diversify,” said one 
trader. “There’s much uncertain- 
ty in Europe and the U.S. eco- 
nomy is sputtering.” 

EC currencies traded more 
calmly Monday. Tbe French 
franc, defended by an all-out 


effort by the French and German 
central banks last week, was trad- 
ing at 33721 per mark at around 
1400 GMT, stronger than Fri- 
day’s late 3.3820. 

The dollar was trading at 
129.65 yen, compared with 
120.43 on Friday, and at 1.4555 
marks from 1.4785. 

In Tokyo it had earlier hit a 
record low of 119.00 yen. Eco- 
nomists blamed a lack of strength 
in the U.S. economy and 
Japanese investors’ desire to re- 
duce their exposure in foreign 
currencies for the fall. 


‘Semi-Villa To lot In West tr a Anmnt 

Furnished. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. 2 glassed verandas 1 
with telephone line, contrary heated. 

{Location: Jordan University, housing area. 

For more Informa tion, call: Semen, teL: 642021 
from MS am. to 2M pun. 

• and tel: 665595 from UO to TOM pan. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms and utilities, first floor, 
located near the Safeway, beginning of the Gardens 
Street, beside UNRWA office, with telephone. Can be 
rented furnished, half furnished or without furniture. 

-FOr further Information, please call teL 686967, Amman. 


HOUSE IN ABDOUN 
FOR RENT 

The house consists of the following: 

1. Two vflbs at the front side 

2. Four flats at the back ride. 

3. Roof 

4. Two basements * 

Deluxe finishings, suitable for an embassy o 


departments or regional offices. 

Location: Abdoun near the British and the. 
■ Indonesian- embassies. 

For more information, call tel. 777946 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Grand flat with European style furniture. Consists of 3 bedrooms 
and utilities together with a pretty garden. Located in the heart of 
Umm Uthaina district 

Call teL 627537-617960, Amman 


mUBZ Bt 

HAND MADE RUGS & KILIMS A 

SILVER WORKS 
OTHER ART OBJECTS 

FROM 5:00 p.m TO 8:00 
EXCEPT FRIDAY 

ABDOUN ■ OMAR EL-MUHTESEB CENTER ’ 
NEAR QUEEN ALYA FOUNDATION ■ TEL 824698 



























































































































Death toll soars in Tajikistan 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
mayor of a southern town in 
war-tom Tajikistan said Monday 
scores of people had been killed 
in fresh fighting, including the 
police chief and 13 policemen, 
Interfax News Agency said. 

“The city is effectively empty,” 
Interfax quoted Kurgan-Tynbe 
Mayor Nnrah Knrbanov as telling 
a news conference in the town,, 
some 80 kilometres south of the 
capital Dushanbe. 

“He said semes of people had 
been kfflfed Sunday but the .exact 
total was impossible to estab- 
lish,” die agency said. 

The town is the focus of bitter 
fighting between opponents and 
supporters of ousted President 
Rakhmon Nabiyev in which hour 
dreds have died- 

Mr. Kurbanov said the local 
police chief and 13 policemen 
were shot at point blank range. 
One of the feuding groups used 
tanks seized from a Russian army 
unit to fire on the town. 

A Russian army spokesman 
said earlier that Russian troops 
bad released 31 servicemen taken 
hostage by fending armed groups 
in the Kuigan-Tyube region. 

The rebels seized the service- 
men in an apparent attempt to 
swap them for weapons and to 
preve n t their possible interven- 
tion in dashes between local 
opponents of Mr. Nabiyev and 
bis supporters, based in the 
neighbouring Kulyab region. 

Russian troops have vowed to 
stay neutral. 

But Mr. Kurbanov said they 
had helped one of the sides to 
gain the upper band and said 


withdrawal of the Russian forces 
was the main precondition for 
salving die conflict 

He did not name the side be 
alleged the Russian troops were 
supporting but it seemed dear he 
was speaking about 'Mr. 
Nabiyev’s supporters in Kulyab. 

The Russian army spokesman 
said the Kulyab fighters were 
dose to establishing control over 
Kuigan-Tyube. 

Meanwhile, authorities im- 
posed a 60-day state of emergen- 
cy Sunday in an autonomous re- 
gion of Russia where thousands 
of demonstrators demanding the 
release of a detained Muslim nriH- 
tant leader dashed with police, 
news reports said. 

The Interfax News Service said 
at least 20 people were injured, 
and two of them suffered bullet 
wounds, in Sunday’s confronta- 
tion in Nalchik, the capital of the 
southern Autonomous Republic 
of Kabardino-Balkaria bordering 
Georgia and about 1,450 
kilometres southeast of Moscow. 

Muslim militants from Kabar- 
dino-Balkaria and other regions 
of the Russians Caucasus, united 
in 'the so-called Confederation of 
Caucasian Mountain People, 
have been assisting separatists 
from the Georgian region of 
Abkhazia. 

The protesters in Nalchik de- 
manded the release of the confed- 
eration’s leader Moussa Shani- 
bov, who was detained earlier 
this month for sending the mu- 
tants to Abkhazia, and the res- 
ignation of Kabardino-Balkaria’s 
President Valery Kokov, Interfax 
said. 


On Saturday, they dashed with 
security guards at Nalchik’s TV 
centre, leaving two demonstra- 
tors and one guard injured, it 

said, 

Mr. Kokov imposed the state 
of emergency early Sunday, In- 
terfax and ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. But hours later, 
thousands of protesters dashed 
with riot police, and at least 20 
were injured, according to a re- 
port from the opposition Kabar- 
dian People’s Congress carried by 
Interfax. 

Interfax quoted deputy Kabar- 
dian Parliament Speaker 
Mnkharbi Ulyashev as confirm- 
ing that there nave been wounded 
in tile o Jo^li and that the ongoing 
protest rally was of “unpcaceful 
nature.” 

The People’s Congress said 
Mr. Kokov had agreed to fulfill 
the protesters’ demands as soon 
as posable, including lifting the 
state of emergency and freeing 
Mr. Shanibov, Interfax reported. 

Meanwhile, Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze made an 
unplanned stopover in Moscow 
en route from New York to dis- 
cuss the Abkhazian problem with 
Rosa an President Boris Yeltsin 
Monday, Interfax and ITAR- 
TASS said. 

Georgia sent troops into 
Abkhazia, a rich resort area 
along the Black Sea, in mid- 
Augnst to root out s up port e rs of 
the ousted President Zviad Gam- 
sakhnnfia. But Abkharian lead- 
ers considered tins an infringe- 
ment on their proclaimed 
sovereignty and fought back. 

The situation got more comph- 


South Africa frees ANC prisoners 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Three African National Congress 
(ANC) guerrillas convicted of 
Jailing whites during the apar- 
theid era were freed Monday 
under a deal to get South Africa’s 
democracy negotiations back on 
track. 

Also released was neo-Nazi 
Barend Stzydom, who gunned 
down eight blacks during a ram- 
page in 1968 because he saw them 
as endangering the survival of the 
-Afrikaner nation. 

• • President F.W. De Klerk 
promised at a peace summit until 
■ANC leader Nelson Mandela 
'Saturday to release by Nov. 15 
some 500 prisoners who had 
“committed a crime with a poli- 
tical motivation” before Oct. 8, 
1990. a 

But plans to resume democracy 
negotiations hit another sn ag — 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFF) 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
angrily told 30,000 mainly-Zahi 
followers that he would boycott 
the talks. 

The leader of the IFP, the main 
Mack rival to tire ANC, accused 


the government and the ANC 
Sunday of trying to settle the 
country’s future between them. 

Robert McBride, a 29-year-old 
mixed-race activist, was freed in 
Durban where he bad been serv- 
ing a life sentence for the 1986 
killing of three white women with 
a car bomb at Magoo’s, a Durban 
seafront bar popular with soldiers 
and police. 

• Also fr eed were two black 
guerrillas, Mzondeleli Mbndula 
and Nthetbeb Mcube, convicted 
of kiUing three white farmers with 
land mines in the mid-1980s in the 
northern Transvaal, 

A smiling Mcube, 32, said after 
his release he had no regrets for 
the landmine killings which he 
said he had done in good frith. 
Bat, he added that a new South 
Africa should not be built on 
anger and bitterness, baton love, 
forgiveness and reconciliation. 

White rightwingers gathered 
outside Pretoria’s Central Prison 
for the release of Stzydom, nick- 
named tiie “white wolf” and in 
his mid-20s. But independent 
Radio 702 said be was smuggled 
quietly out of a side door. 


McBride, Mcube and Strydom 
all married while on death row 
before their sentences were com- 
muted to life imprisonment. 

McBride survived an apparent 
attempt by white prisoners to loll 
him at Durban’s Westville Prison 
Sunday. Newspaper reports said 
be was attacked with a pair of 
scissors and a chain but he was 
not seriously hurt. 

The government earlier said in 
a statement it regarded as “atro- 
cious and morally inexcusable” 
many of the crimes committed by 
the prisoners it was releasing. 

In an effort to mend the rift 
with Mr. Buthelezi, government 
sources said Mr. De Klerk was 
writing a letter to the Inkatha 
leader explaining what had hap- 
pened at the summit with .Me. 
Mandela. 

The government said Sunday 
Mr. Buthelezi had misinterpreted* 
the outcome. 

“The root of the problem lies 
not with tire relations the govern- 
ment has’witix the ANC and the 
IFP, but the lack of relations 
between those two,” a govern- 
ment source said. 


Iliescu ahead in Romanian elections 


BUCHAREST (R) — First semi- 
official results Monday from 
Romania's general election 
showed President lion Iliescu in 
the lead, confirming earlier for- 
casts from exit polls. 

Mr. Iliescu was leading in the 
presidential election with 42.2 per 
cent, compared with 33.1 percent 
for the main opposition candidate 
Emil Constantinescu, according 
to the semi-official estimate from 
the public National Statistics 
Board (NSB). 

The NSB estimate was based 


on ballot counting in 587 out of 
14,611 polling stations. 

Opposition groups are cbal- 

a major electoral fraud^fr*Sim- 
day’s election. 

The figures showed Mr. IHes- 
cu’s leftist supporters, the Demo- 
cratic National Salvation Front 
(DNSF) party, leading with 22.5 
per cent of the vote for parlia- 
ment’s lower Chamber of De- 
puties and 23.9 per cent of the 
vote for the upper house, the 
Senate. 


Coustantinesca's Democratic 
Convention centrist opposition 
alliance was second — with 19.4 
per cent for the Chamber and 
18.7 per cent for the Senate. The 
NSB is involved in the tally pro- 
cess with the Central Electoral 
Office (CEO). 

Run-off voting between the 
two top presidential contendere 
— dearly Mr. Iliescu and Mr. 
Constantinescu — should be held 
in two weeks’ tune if candidates 
fell short of an orenfl first-round 
majority. 


France will not wait forever for 
U.K. on Maastricht — French minister 


PARIS (R) — France is keen to 
help Britain ratify the Maastricht 
Treaty on European union but 
will not wait indefinitely, Euro- 
pean Affairs Minister Elisabeth 
Guigou said Monday. 

She said British Prime Minister 
John Major would visit Paris 
Thursday to. discuss the future of 
the accords on political, econo- 
mic and monetary union with 
President Francois Mitterrand. 

“First of all we wish to do 
everything we can to help Mr. 
Major, who is a sincere supporter 
of ratification of the treaty, to 
persuade his parliament to ratify 
tins treaty,” Mrs. Gtrigou told 
Radio Eiirope- 1. 

M But we will also say naturally 
that we are not. going to wait 
indefinitely,” she said. 

“This treaty must be im- 
plemented. We want it to be 
applied by all 12 countries which 
signed it. We must act to make 
that possible,” the minister said. 

She said France favoured 
j prfng an explanatory declara- 
tion in which European Com- 
munity leaders would spell out 
the division of responsibilities be- 
tween the Community and mem- 
ber states, and make clear there 
would be no social regression 
because of the treaty. 

She also said member states 
should pledge themselves to try 
to achieve economic and monet- 
ary union, with a single currency, 
at the earliest date foreseen in the; 
treaty — 1997. 

Mr. Major, current European 
Community president, frees a 
crucial test tins week, assuring 


EC partners Britain will back the 
Maastricht Treaty while trying to 
bring Conservative Party rebels 
to heel. 

Rifts within Mr. Major’s party 
were exposed at the weekend as 
members of parliament began to 
express doubts over the Maas- 
tricht plan for closer economic 
and political union in the wake of 
sterling’s withdrawal from the EC 
currency grid. 

British .newspapers said Mr. 
Major was struggling to nwi^tfam 
some semblance of unity in bis 
party to win parliamentary back- 
ing for the treaty amid reports 
that Germany and France were 
planning to establish a fast-track 
to monetary union. 

Mr. Major’s Downing Street 
office denied the cabinet was split 
On Maastricht and on whether 
Britain should "rejoin the Euro- 
pean Exchange Rate Mechanism 
(ERM). 

Britain was forced to quit the 
ERM and permit a devaluation 
after a sustained attack on sterl- 
ing by currency speculators, 
straining London’s relationship 
with the rest of the EC and 
sinking the government’s monet- 
ary strategy. 

“Mnristeis nse slightly different 
words but the policy remains the 
same,” a Downing Street 
spokesman said. “If ministers dis- 
sent from government policy, 
they can resign — that is their 
choice.” 

But some ministers were 
sounding ffistmetiy out of tune 
with each other over Europe in 
comments to the media at the 
weekend. 


Environment Secretary 
Michael Howard, regarded as an 
opponent of closer European un- 
ion, inisted “Britain interests” 
would be paramount in deriding 
the government’s stance. 

“If (other EC members) are 
going to take derisions affecting 
their relationship with each other 
which we don’t judge are in the 
interests of the British people, 
then we won’t join those arrange- 
ments,” Mr. Howard told British 
television. 

However, Agriculture Secret- 
ary John Gummer told BBC 
Radio: “There is no future for 
Britain in some sideline. We are 
in the centre of Europe and we 
intend to stay there.” 

The Daily Telegraph newspap- 
er said Monday Mr. Major was 
prepared to stake his political 
fixture on seeking ratification of 
the treaty and would reassert his 
authority at the annual Conserva- 
tive Party confe ren ce in a week’s 
time. 

But in a sign of growing dis- 
sent, 70 Conservative MPs have 
signed a motion calling for Bri- 
tain to stay out of the ERM and a 
report in the Independent On 
Sunday newspaper said a third of 
Conservative MPs was threaten- 
ing to oppose a vote on the 
treaty. 

The apparent disarray in Bri- 
tain on Maastricht following a 
“no” vote in a D anish referen- 
dum and a narrow “yes” in 
France appears to have striked 
support in Germany fin - a two- 
speed Europe with countries in 
the fast-lane forging ahead with - 
monetary onion. 


cated with the arrival of the 
Caucasian volunteers who backed 
the Abkhazian minority against 
tiie Georgians. 

Last Friday, the Russian legisl- 
ature condemned the Georgian 
mansion and urged Yeltsin to 
suspend economic ties with 
Georgia* 

Mr. Shevardnadze told ITAR- 
TASS tint, the legislative resolu- 
tion was an “impudent and overt- 
ly aggressive action against a 
sovereign state,” and that the 
future of tiie Geoigian-Rnssian 
relations was at stake. “My task is 
to save these relations,” he said. 

In a separate development, 
Armenian and Azerbaijani forces 
in the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh — a pre- 
dominantly Armenian area with- 
in Azerbaijan — continued to 
ignore a ceasefire and battled for 
control of villages. 

The ceasefire, set to take effect 
Friday, was the latest attempt to 
end the four-year war that 1ms 
riaimed more than 3,000 lives. 

Interfax, quoting the Nagorno- 
Karabakh parliament Press Cen- 
tre, said 20 Azerbaijani andthrcc 
Armenian soldiers were killed in 
fighting Sunday for the village of 
Parukh in the Askeransky dis- 
trict. m 

Six Armenians were reportedly 
killed in overnight fighting in the 
village of Chaldran, controlled by 
Azerbaijani forces. The Arme- 
nians withdrew from Chaldran. 
Sunday morning, leaving the 
Azerbaijanis in control of tiie 
road to tiie regional capital of 
Stepanakert. 


Envoys in 
Belgrade 
to help 
peace 
process 

BELGRADE (R) — Internation- 
al envoys Cyras Vance and Lord 
Owen arrived in Belgrade Mon- 
days for talks intended to get the 
faltering peace process for 
Yugoslavia back in track. 

But just beforhand tiie Bosnian 
military command warned 
the people of Sarajevo to be. 
ready for a new Serb offensive. 

The command, representing 
die MasKm and Croat govern- 
ment forces defending the Bos- 
nian - capital, said Setb forces 
were concentr a ted to the sooth 
and west and were apparently 
poised for fresh assaults. 

A statement from UNPROFOR 
(The United Nations Protection 
Force in Yugoslavia) said the 
U.N. envoy Mr. Vance and tiie 
European Community’s Lord 
Owen, during meetings with 
Yugoslav and Serbian leaders, 
would follow up on agre em e n t s * 
made during their last visit two 
weeks ago. 

But more significant was its 
mention of the two envoys’ visit 
to the north Bosnian town of Ban- 
ja Luka last week, daring which 
they were shocked by well- 
documented reports of atrocities 
by Bosnian Serb forces against 
civilians. 

“The matter of increased com- 
bat air activity out of Banja Luka 
will also figure in the discus- 
sions,” said tfe. statement. 

U.N. officials say Mr. Vanoe 
and Lad Owen sec the air attacks 
as part of the “ethnic deansing” 
campaign to oust minorities from 
Serb areas. 

Betides hitting fleeing dviHans 
and roads used for convoys, the 
planes are also thought to be 
destroying factories whieh em- 
ploy a mainly MasKm wattxce..- 
Uncon fir mcd reports say Jajee 
in western Banna has been their 
particular target in the past week 
and. has suffered major damage, 
Yugoslavia is still regarded in 
the West as the power behind the 
Bosnian Serbs, and Mr. Vance 
and Lord Owen, dasnfcn of the 
Geneva c o nfer en ce on Yugosla- 
via, are expected to tell the Bel- 
grade leaders ethnic deansing is 
unacceptable. 

But a statement by the U.S. 
chief of staff cast doubt on what 
the envoys could use to back up 
their words. 

General Colin Powell told the 
New York Times Monday he 
opposed any form oflimited U.S. 
interven t ion in Bosnia — the 
prospect most feared by Serb 
fighters there. 

The Serbs have in recent days 
hit bade with comiter-accusatiom 
of atrocities by the Muslims. 

In tile latest of these Sunday, 
the Bosnian Serb News Agency 
SRNA said 38 dvifiang. had been 
killed and mutilated by “MusKm 
extremists” daring fi ghting at 
Militi, northeast of Sarajevo. 

Mr. Vance and Lord Owen, 
who arrived in Belgrade nearly 
two hours later than scheduled, 
made no statement on arrival but 
hurried off to begin talks. 

They were due to meet Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic, 
Yugoslav Aimed Forces Chief 
General Zivota Panic and Yogos- - 
lav President Dobrica Cosic, as , 
well as U.N. and aid officials. 


200 held in U.S.-ltalian drug swoop 

. I 

ROME OK) — Italian and U.S. police said Monday they had 
broken up one of tiie world’s largest cocaine sxnaggfing and 
money-fr undering operations in a four-nation swoop in which 
more than 200 suspects were arrested. Police offidals told a news 
conference that two of those arrested in Italy were top members 
of Colombia’s drug smuggling cartels. Officials said the police 
operation, codenamed “Green Ice ” was still in progress. They 
said there had been 167 arrests in the United States, 34 in Italy 
and two in Costa Rica. Italian officials said police in the United 
States had arrested a senior executive of Colombia’s National 
Bank cm suspicion of money-la undoing. They sdid it was the most 
significant operation of its kind in years. The smuggling ring had 
dose Hnks with the three main brandies of organised crime in 
Italy — the Sicilian mafia, the Naples-based Omvorra and the 
‘Ndransgfaeta, winch ‘operates in Calabria. 

Scandal -.tainted" Japan politician fined - 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese prosecutors said Monday that Japan's 
most powerful politician will be fined hot not free a hnmmatmg. 
trial for taking 500 million yen ($4 million) in illegal contributions 
from a tracking Jinn. Senior prosecutors meeting in Tokyo agreed 
to serve Shin Kanemaru with a summary indictment for breaking 
the Political Funds Control Law that would require him to pay a 
fine of just 200,000 yen ($1,600), Deputy Qrief Prosecutor Takeo 
Takahashi said. The 78-year-old “kingmaker” of the ruling 
liberal Democratic Party (LDP), who has publicly admitted 
taking the funds from the Sagawa Kynbin trucking firm, would be 
the first politician to be convicted under the law. Although the 
penalty is small, conviction for a criminal offeree carries a stigma 
which could curb Mr. Kanemaru’s immense behind-the-scenes 
political influence. As head of the largest faction of LDP 
legislators, 110 strong, the old man for years has-been able to pidfc 
prime ministers, make cabinets and sway policies. 

Sikhs blast bus, killing 5, in Punjab 

AMRITSAR (AP) — Sikh militants set off a time bomb in a 
crowded passenger bus in Punjab state Monday, kflHng five 
people and injuring 55, police said. The blast ripped the bos in 
two, set it mi fire, and hurled passengers out onto the road near;, 
Pathankot, 106 kilometres (65 miles) north of Amritsar, tiie holy 
city of the Sikhs, said Sumant Komar God, a senior police officer. 
Mr. Goel said the bomb, hidden in a suitcase, went off when the 
bus pulled out of the Pathankot Bus Station. Mr. God said 55 
passengers were hospitalised, 15 of them with serious burns. 

Bonn puHs out of V2 ceremony 

BONN (R) — A senior German government official Monday 
w i th dr ew his backing of an event celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of tiie first launch of Hitler’s V2 rocket after damning criticism at 
home and in Britain. An Economics Ministry spokesman said 
Erich Riedl, a state secretary in the ministry who was supposed to 
lend the commemoration official status, cancelled his participa- 
tion because be was unable to clarify misconceptions about the 
event Mr. Riedl caved in after German government and 
opposition politicians added critical voices to British protests 
against the Oct 3 event at the former launch site of Peene- 
moende. Earlier Monday, Economics Minister Juergen MoeQe- 
mann urged Mr. Riedl to stop backing the event, saying be had 
hot been notified about his state sec r et ar y’s plans to deliver the 
keynote speech far Peenemuende. 

13 remain missing from storms in France 

PARIS (AP) — Thirteen people remained missing Monday from 
sto rm s that battered France last week and over the weekend, 

S at least 41 people. Authorities lowered the number of 
miming from fast Tuesday^ torrential rifins in southeastern 
from- 15 to 11. Two cfthers were nussmg after a storm 
ravaged parts of southern France Saturday. Saturday’s deluge, 
intbe Ande and Pyrenees-Orientales regions of southern Francs 
near the Spanish border, left three dead and at least two missing, 
rescue authorities said. In Ande, tiie Sab Rner, normally a 
20-centimetre (eight-mch)-deep trout stream, Saturday became a 
destructive torrent eight metres (26 feet) deep. In Tbesa the Rear 
River carried off camper Christine Lassagne, 44, under the eyes 
of her husband who was unable to help. 


plane 
crashes 
in Nepal; 

167 killed 

KATHMANDU (R) — Nearly 
170 people were killed when a 
Pakistani airlines (PIA) plane 
crashed while approaching Nep- 
al’s peak-encircled Kathmandu 
Airport Monday, state-run Radio 
Nepal said. 

The radio and a PIA spokes- 
man in Karachi where the flight 
originated said the plane was 
carrying 167 people — 155 pas- 
sengers and 12 crew. 

There were no survivors in 
what was tiie second crash of an 
Airbus at tiie airport in less than 
two months, the radio said. 

On July 31, a Thai Airways 
A3 10-300 slammed into a Hima- 
layan ridge north of Kathmandu 
and exploded. All 113 people 
aboard were Idled instantly. 

One PIA source said only ab- 
out a dozen of the passengers on 
flight PK268, an Airbus 300, were 
Pakistani and the rest were fore- 
igners. 

Most were Nepalies returning 
borne from the Middle East for 
die Dasain Festival, a major Hin- 
du celebration, an official of the 
Royal Nepal Airlines Corpora- 
tion (RNAC) said. The RNAC 
hanrftoc PIA flights into Nepal. 

PIA officials in Kathmandu 
said there were only 156 people 
on board. 

The plane crashed about eight 
nautical miles from the airport in 
hiDs on the southern side of foe 
saucer-shaped Kathmandu Val- 
ley, RNAC officials said. 

They said radio contact with 
the plane was lost at about 2 

а. m. (0845 GMT), jnst before it 
was doe to land. 

Other officials at foe airport 
said it was raining at foe spot 
where the wreckage was sighted 
and that helicopters were unable 
to fly there. Rescue teams had 
been seat overland, they said. 

There was no word on the 
cause of the crash, but airport 
sources said the plane was flying 
some 1.500 feet (450 metres) 
lower than the prescribed alti- 
tude. 

They said tile aircraft was at 

б, 500 feet (2,285 metres) com- 
pered to the rontme 9,000 feet 
(2,740 metres). 

“Visibility was not particularly 
good at the time,” one source 
said. 

Kathmandu Airport is consi- 
dered tricky by pilots, who have 
to spiral down to the runway to 
avoid the surrounding Himalayan 
Mountains. The airport has no 
radar and planes are guided in by 
beacon. 


Peking, Seoul discuss Korean peninsula 


PEKING (R) — Leaders of Chi- 
na and Sooth Korea held a histor- 
ic fast meeting Monday, setting 
the seal on last month’s agree- 
ment t» establish diplomatic rela- 
tions after four decades of hos- 
tility. 

Chinese President Yang Shang- 
kun and Sooth Korean President 
Roh Tae-Woo held 105 minutes 
of talks which focused on refer 
tions and foe situation on the 
divided Korean peninsula, 
spokesmen for the two countries 


“Peace, stability and relaxation 
of the situation on the Korean 
peninsula is in the interests of all 


parties concerned in tins region,” 
Mr. Yang was quoted as saying 
by Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wu Jianmin. 

Mr. Rob’s key musaon here is 
to use China as a bridge to 
improve relations between South 
and North Korea. China fought 
alongside North Korea in the 
1950-53 Korean War; 

Mr. Yang called for the. com- 
plete denuclearisation of the Ko- 
rean peninsula, according to Mr. 
Wu. 

‘Mr Roh expressed hope that 
China would play a positive role 
in removing a chief obstacle to 
reunification of foe Korean, 
North Korea’s suspected nuclear 


weapons progr amm e, said South 
Korean spokesman Lee Jung- 
HA. 

“We have always supported 
relaxation on the peninsula and 
contact and dfelopres between 
foe North and the South,” 
Xinhua news agency quoted Mr. 
Yang as teflmg Mr. Rob. 

“We also support (he peaceful 
and independent reunification of 
the Koreas and foe Chinese gov- 
ernment and pe ople win work for 
peace and stability on the penin- 
sula arid in North East Asia.” 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qtcfcen and Sooth Korean coun- 
terfeit Lee Smg-Oc fc tfteaded foe tut 
25 minutes of the talks. 


Democrats, Republicans court Perot 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush and challenger 
Bill Clinton are sending high- 
level aides to Dallas Monday for 
talks with backers of political 
maverick Ross Perot, who- has 
hinted he may reenter the pres- 
idential race. 

The envoys will meet key mem- 
bers of Mr. Perot’s network of 
volunteers from 50 states. 

The session underscores the 
depth of concern among both 
Republican and Democratic 
ranks about the potential impact' 
Mr. Perot could have on the 
outcome of the Nov. 3 election. 

Mr. Perot, a Dallas billionaire, 
dropped his undeclared indepen- 
dent presidential bid on July 16, 
recently, be said bowing out was 
a mistake and be would run if his 
supporters asked bfin to do so. 

Each camp hopes to enlist Ms. 
army of volunteers and, judging 
by afl ap pe aran ces, to convince 
Mr. Perot to stayout the race.. 

Both camps looked set to daim 
his tnantfe on issues he hascham- 
pkmed: Federal deficit redaction, 
boosting U.S. competitiveness 
and sparking the stalled eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Perot has been critical of. 
both Mr. Kish and Mr. Ctintoo . 
for failing to seriously address 
ways to cut the mushrooming 
federal deficit. 

“We’re going to send a team 
I offer for America,” Mr^Brah 


said Sunday in Grand Blanc, 
Michigan, ending a two-day tour 
of the central United States. 

“Mine is the only agenda that 
■incl udes cutting the size of 
government and of the deficit,” 


Mr. Clinton, camnramna in 
Des Moines, Iowa, **kf Sunday 
that Mr. Perot “is much closer to 
methsa be n toBmh, particularly 
on political reforms and educa- 
tion.” 

With just "over five weeks re- 
maining until the election, Mr. 
Perot called for foe meeting in 
Daflas to pass judgement on the 
economic . strategy of the two. 
candidates. ’■ 


camps wiQ have their say m sepa- 
rate tworhoor, closed-door ses- 
sions with the Besot .backers. 

Failure to convince than could 
prompt calls for Mr. Perot to 
reenter the race although aides 
say he is reluctant fo do so. 

His re-entry ooold scramble 
contests in key dates such as 
Texas and Michigan and shift tiie 
tenor of the national debate. , 

* But public opinion polls show 
Mr: Clinton, stin comfortably 
ahead of Mr. Bosh, would retain 
tirelcadraa tli ree ^ iieredrac^ 
The delegations are headed by 
fop rival campaign dmhrtnni; 
Robert Teeter for Mr, Basil and 
Mickey Kantor for Mr. GKmon. 

Mr. Bfosb has campaign' 
appearances sdvkhded in Dallas 
Monday but discounted specula- 


tion be might address the Perot 
supporters himseff. 

Mr. Bush suggested Sunday 
that questions about his possible 
. involvement in arms A-ah with 
Iran in the 1980s were bong nsed 
by Ins opponents to counter con- 
troversy about Mr. Clinton’s 
draft record. 

In an interview with the CBS 
Television N e two r k aboard his 
campaign train,' Mr. Bhsb said he 
has beeh “totally forthcoming” 
on his role- in tire arms-for-hos- 
tages deals and was not worried 
that it would affect voters' 
perceptions of him. 

- *T think ‘ft’s realty odd that 
when Governor Qiztton gets in 
trouble with the draft this old 
canard is resurrected, after five 
. years,” Mr. Bush said. 

“I don’t think people are going 
to say that,' exce p t for partisan 
reasons, are going to say that 
there’s any perception problem,” 
he said. 

“Pve been, finder oath. I’ve 
. given all tbafsfiecn asked of me 
■time and time anm. And I see no 
discrepancies Whatsoever in what 
anybody has said,” he added. 

A number of questions have 
been raised recemfy about Mr. 
Bushes rote te j^et axma ship- 
ments 'to Iran, fitis-contra opera- 
tive Richard Second, who ovtf- 
sawthe shipments for the Roarid 
Reagan White House, said Mr. 
Bush played a larger idle than be 
hasacknowkxfeed. 


Magic Johnson 
announces support 
for Clinton 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Former * 
U.S. basketball superstar Earvur 
“Magic" Johnson, who angrily 
res igned from the National Com- 
mission on AIDS, endorsed 
Democratic presidential nominee 
Bill Ointon Sunday. "We can’t 
take four more years of the Bush 
administration that we have 1 
now," Johnson told the NBC 
Television Network in an inter- 
view. Johnson, a ten-time 
National Basketball Association 
(NBA) all-star, stunned his fans 
last Nov. 7 when he announced 
his retirement from the Los 
Angeles Lakers after testing posi- 
tive for HTV, foe virus that causes 
AIDS, or the acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome. President 
Georgs Bush appointed him to 
the commission later that month. 
Bnt, in a stinging rebuke to Mr. 
Bush, Johnson resigned on Fri- 
day, complaining that the admi- 
nistration had “dropped the ball” 
on the AIDS crisis. Mr. Bnshsaid 
be was disappointed by Johnson's 
decision. Johnson said his rap- 
port for the Arkansas governor 
went beyond the issue of AIDS. 
“I’m not just talking about HIV 
and AIDS and all that — people 
misunderstand,” he said. “You 

know, the whole, whole eco- 
nomy, the whole thing, we aD 
need to change." 

Florida senator’s 
wife wounded by 
gunfire 

MAITLAND, Florida (AP) — A 
state senator's wife was wounded 
by gunfire at their home Sunday 
in what police believe was a 4 
politically motivated attack. 
Judith Starks, the wife of Sen. 
Robert Starks, was hit in the calf 
tty a bullet fired into the couple's 
bedroom at about 4 a.m., said 
sheriff’s spokesman George Pro- 
"oechel. She was treated at a 
hospital and released. “We do 5 
not think this was jnst a random * 
act of violence,” said Mr. 
ProecheL “Our assumptions are 
at this point that it was some sort 
of politically motivated crime.” 

Ng one had been arretted. Sen. 
Starks, who was out of town at 
tine time of the shooting, said he 
tfid hot know who would want to 
threaten his family. Sen. Starks ? 
defeated two opponents for the 
Republican nomination for the 
Nov. 3 general election. Detec- 
tives do not have any evidence 
linking the shooting to Sen. 
Starks’ campaign rivals, Mr. 
Proecfad said. 

Pumpkin outweighs 
biggest sumo 
wrestler ^ 

TOKYO (R) — A pumpkin 
weighing more than the heaviest 
Sumo wrestler has won first prize 
in the annual Japan Pumpkin * * 
Contest, organisers said. The 




